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Spatial Monitoring on Functional Regions in Germany 

geographically fixed 

functional regions 

socially constructed 

functional regions 

normative (functional) 

planning regions 

exchange of actions and garantee of different functions of life  

Å social-economic aspects of exchange within a 

functional region 

Å descriptive construction on administrative units 

Å different constructed functional regions for 

different problems 
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Spatial Monitoring on Functional Regions in Germany 

Å all functional regions in the Spatial monitoring system are based on commuting 

flows 

1. Spatial 

planning regions 

3. City-country- 

regions 

4. City        

regions 

2. Labour market 

regions 

Å base = counties (NUTS3) 

Å respect borders of federal states 

Å availability of data for monitoring 

purposes is very high 

Å mainly economic and 

environmental aspects of territorial 

development 

Å base = municipalities (LAU2) 

Å overlap over other administrative or 

federal borders allowed   

Å availability of data for monitoring 

purposes is limited 

Å mainly social and Ăevery day lifeñ 

aspects of territorial development 
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1. Spatial planning regions 

Å planning regions of the federal states 

Å divergent definition if 15% of commuting flows 

cross the borders of the planning region 

Å 96 functional regions 



Antonia Milbert Folie 5 22.09.2016 Krakow VASAB Workshop on territorial monitoring Antonia Milbert Folie 5 

1. Spatial planning regions 

Å approved by BBSR and the planning 

authorieties of the federal states 

Å no planning relevance, only monitoring 

Å monitoring of cross sectional and large 

scale territorial developments 
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1. Spatial planning regions - example 
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2. Labour market regions 

Å regional supply with jobs for at least 65% of 

regional labour force 

Å traveling time to work within the region at 

maximum of 45 minutes for daily commuters  

Å 258 functional regions 


