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The joint HELCOM-VASAB 
Maritime Spatial Planning Working 

Group 

• Jointly set up by VASAB CSPD/BSR and HELCOM for 
intergovernmental MSP cooperation in the Baltic Sea Region 

• All Baltic Sea countries and the European Commission 
participate 

• Stakeholders can participate as Observers or invited Guests 

• First meeting in October 2010  

• 2-3 meetings per year 

• Mandate prolonged till 2017 
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Results of the Working Group  
2010-2014 

• Regular intergovernmental MSP dialogue 

• Baltic Sea Broad-scale Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) 
Principles  

• Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap 2013-2020 

• Updated overviews of MSP in the Baltic Sea countries 

• Overview of legislative basis for MSP 

• Baltic Sea Broad-scale MSP Principles tested through 
projects  

• WG Report 2010-2013 is distributed at the VASAB Ministerial 
Conference 
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Baltic Sea Broad-scale  
MSP Principles 

  
1. Sustainable management 

2. Ecosystem approach 

3. Long term perspective and objectives 

4. Precautionary Principle 

5. Participation and Transparency 

6. High quality data and information basis 

7. Transnational coordination and consultation 

8. Coherent terrestrial and maritime spatial planning 

9. Planning adapted to characteristics and special conditions at 
different areas 

10. Continuous planning 
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Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap  
2013-2020 

 

Baltic Sea countries will make every effort to: 
 
• draw up and apply maritime spatial plans throughout the 

Baltic Sea Region by 2020,  
 
• which are coherent across borders and apply the ecosystem 

approach. 

 

  

 



Necessary steps: 
 Intergovernmental cooperation on MSP  

• cooperate upon global and European policy and 
regulatory developments related to MSP 

• draft and adopt by 2015 Baltic Sea regional 
«Guidelines on trans-boundary consultation  and 
cooperation in the field of MSP» 

• coordinate MSP related actions and projects 

 

 

Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap  
2013-2020 



Necessary steps: 
 

 Public participation  
• draft and adopt by 2015 Baltic Sea regional «Guidelines on 

public participation for MSP with trans-boundary 
dimensions» 

 Ecosystem approach in MSP  
• draft and adopt by 2015 procedurally oriented Baltic Sea 

regional «Guidelines on the application of Ecosystem 
Approach in transnationally coherent MSP» 

 Information and data for MSP 
• identify competent contact points for trans-boundary 

consultation and joint planning – done! 
• share MSP related information 
• Promote creation and sharing of regional datasets 

 

Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap  
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Necessary steps: 
 Education on MSP 

• Promote education and professional development of MSP 
planners 

 National and Baltic Sea regional frameworks for 
MSP in place  
• National frameworks for coherent planning in place in all 

Baltic Sea countries by 2017 
• Apply by 2018 regional Guidelines on trans-boundary 

consultations and cooperation, public participation  and 
application of Ecosystem Approach in transnationally 
coherent MSP  

 Evaluation and follow-up  
• Update the Roadmap, if necessary, after HELCOM and 

VASAB ministerial meetings 

Regional Baltic MSP Roadmap  
2013-2020 



Other activities of 
HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 

• Courses for MSP professionals arranged in 
cooperation with Baltic University Programme  

• Baltic MSP principles tested in several concrete 
demonstration projects 

o BaltSeaPlan, 2009-2012 

o Plan Bothnia, 2010-2012 

o PartiSEApate, 2012-2014 

o Baltwise Seed (Gulf of Finland), 2014 



Completed MSP Pilots:  
BaltSeaPlan  

www.baltseaplan.eu 



www.planbothnia.org 
PLAN BOTHNIA  
MARE/2009/16  

Completed transboundary  
MSP Pilot: Plan Bothnia   



Multi-level governance 
MSP project: 
PartiSEApate   

www.partiseapate.eu 



MSP legislation and implementation 
in the Baltic Sea 



GOF2014  and MSP 



GOF2014 and MSP 



Baltic Sea Countries ready 
to implement MSP and  

Regional MSP Roadmap 
 

There is momentum for MSP in the Baltic Sea:  

• the Directive establishing a framework for maritime spatial 
planning in EU was adopted in July 2014 

• the Concept of the Law on the offshore MSP in the Russian 
Federation has been drafted  

• Roundtable discussions on  MSP during the Baltic Sea Summit  5-6 
April 2013 in St Petersburg.  

• Baltic Sea Days 2012 & 2014: Roundtable on MSP as a part of Gulf of 
Finland Year 2014 in St. Petersburg 

HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG will ensure harmonized implementation 

Mats  Westerbom     



HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 

Thank you for your attention 


