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1 Workshop A: “Fitness-for-use of 

EMODnet for MSP” 

Place European Maritime Spatial Planning Week #2 – Brussels (Belgium) 

Slot Tuesday 2 June 2026 – morning session 

Organisers Seascape Belgium, EMODnet Secretariat 

 

1.1 Introduction & aim (A) 

In December 2025, Seascape Belgium launched a public survey (via EUSurvey) to gain 

insights into the use of EMODnet by MSP practitioners, who have used EMODnet in their 

work related to any aspect of MSP, nationally, regionally or on European scale, and 

gather feedback on potential improvements to EMODnet data services to increase its fit-

for-use for the MSP community. 

Complementing the survey results, the objectives of the workshop were to: 

 Inform MSP practitioners on EMODnet: what it offers for them, how it can be used; 

 Invite their feedback on their experience in using EMODnet for any MSP-related 

work; 

 Collect insights from MSP practitioners on data needs and EMODnet service 

improvements.  

Feedback gathered from both the survey and the workshop provide insights into how 

EMODnet can strengthen its service offer for MSP practitioners (both data users and 

providers), and inform the review of the EC MSP Directive. 

1.2 Materials & logistics (A) 

1.2.1 Logistics  

The venue selection was centralised within the EU MSP Week organisation by the EU 

MSP Platform, who selected the nhow Brussels Bloom1 hotel at Rue Royale - 

Koningsstraat 250, 1210, Brussels, Belgium. 

                                              
1 https://www.nhow-hotels.com/nl/nhow-brussels-bloom  
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The European MSP Platform organising team created an event webpage2 with one 

registration form for all events that week. By ticking the box in the registration form, 

people expressed interest in joining the workshop. The organisers could afterwards 

select registrants to join the workshop (keeping in mind capacity of the room). 

In total 71 participants were selected from the 92 received registrations, which then 

received a confirmation email by Seascape Belgium to (Erreur ! Source du renvoi 

introuvable.). Some cancelled their participation by reply to said email before the start 

of the workshop. Ultimately, 62 participants were expected, and at least3 39 people 

eventually attended the workshop, including several ad-hoc, non-registered 

participants. 

Registrants were asked to complete the survey for MSP stakeholders and practitioners 

on the fit-for-use of EMODnet services for MSP (see section Erreur ! Source du renvoi 

introuvable.)—if they had not already—prior to the workshop. 

1.2.2 Exhibition booth 

An exhibition booth was set up in the venue from 1-3 June 2026, staffed by Seascape 

Belgium representing the EMODnet Secretariat. It presented EMODnet and the European 

Atlas of the Seas (short: Atlas), supported by EMODnet-branded promotional materials, 

a TV screen playing EMODnet and Atlas videos on a loop, and two roll-up banners, one 

of which was specifically designed for this workshop.  

The exhibition booth allowed for networking and showcasing EMODnet and the European 

Atlas of the Seas during the common coffee and lunch breaks of all EU MSP Week 

sessions on those days. 

 

                                              
2 https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/events/european-maritime-spatial-planning-week 
3 39 participants signed the attendance list on the day of the workshop. However, it should be noted that 
some participants were noted to have not signed this list. 
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Figure 1. Nathalie Van Isacker (Seascape Belgium) presenting EMODnet and the European Atlas of the Seas at the 

exhibition booth during the European Maritime Spatial Planning Week in Brussels. 

A mapping exercise was done with the partners of NESBp to identify and develop a list 

with contact details of MSP experts and stakeholders from various European Member 

States. This list included MSP experts directly involved in planning (e.g., MSP planners, 

maritime planning agency, thematic experts, etc.) as well as stakeholders such as data 

users or managers. This list was used to circulate the survey as well as the invitations 

for the workshop. 

Furthermore, the workshop was promoted on LinkedIn through various profiles (NESB 

project, EMODnet, etc.), and in the May 2026 EMODnet news digest. 

1.2.3 Presentation designed to frame the workshop 

The NESBp workshop on the fit-for-use of the EMODnet data service for MSP featured 

presentations from Seascape Belgium/EMODnet Secretariat colleagues and open-floor 

discussions with the audience facilitated by interactive Slido polls. 
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1.2.4 Tools used to support the workshop outcomes 

Open-floor discussions with the audience were facilitated by a number of interactive 

Slido polls. Below you can a screenshot of each of the questions and the corresponding 

results. 

 



17   
 

            

 



18   
 

            

 

 

 



19   
 

            

 



20   
 

            

 



21   
 

            

 



22   
 

            

 

 



23   
 

            

 

 



24   
 

            

 

 

 



25   
 

            

 

 

 



26   
 

            

 

1.2.5 Workshop pictures 

Below are some pictures from the MS15 workshop (morning session) on “Fitness-for-

use of EMODnet for MSP”, captured by Anais Dyckmans from Seascape Belgium. 
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1.3 Summary & next steps (A) 

A workshop report (D5.3, due M30 i.e. April 2027) will be produced, presenting 

recommendations for strengthening EMODnet data services for MSP based on 

stakeholder (both data users and providers) feedback collected through the survey and 

workshop and giving high-level recommendations on the positioning of EMODnet in the 

MSP Directive review and impact assessment of the Ocean Act. 

Key outcomes of the workshop include: 

 Due to the MSP Directive being open to interpretation regarding how Member 

States (MSs) should share their national maritime spatial plan, national plans are 

often non-interoperable for a number of reasons. EMODnet Human Activities has 

therefore created a common European MSP data model, harmonising the MS 

plans for which data are accessible into a format that allows comparability and 

interoperability across MSs. However, data harmonisation necessarily involves 

assumptions and simplifications, which inevitably entails some loss of nuances 

from the original national plans. 

 Proposed next steps for EMODnet Human Activities could include: 

o Integrate the remaining national maritime spatial plans, thereby achieving 

a fully coherent European MSP overview to enable cross-border 

understanding and collaboration; 

o Enhance the visual representation of MSP data in the EMODnet Map Viewer 

(e.g., overlapping polygons), which is an ongoing task by EMODnet Human 

Activities. 

 Maritime spatial plans must reflect national priorities and stakeholder interests. 

Governments will therefore mostly prefer using their own data over harmonised 

EMODnet data and products. They often also have access to higher quality data 

that are not shared with EMODnet. 

 Data access is still a major obstacle, particularly data on fisheries and offshore 

energy infrastructure. EMODnet’s future utility depends partly on better upstream 

data flows and governance arrangements, not only on portal development. 

 EMODnet will continue to play a major role as the European in situ marine data 

service, adding value on a pan-European scale by harmonising marine data from 

MSs. This will be most useful when adopting a sea-basin approach for MSP. 
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 Participants proposed several suggestions to increase the discoverability of 

MSP-related data in the EMODnet Map Viewer and the Product Catalogue, as well 

as on transparency of data quality, geographic coverage and legal validity, and 

general user-friendliness of the Portal, which will be considered by the EMODnet 

Technical Working Group. 

 EMODnet could take up an official role to host MSPs in geospatial format under 

the revised MSP Directive but could also help by continuing the pan-European 

harmonisation of MSP data and acting as a strong voice for marine data users in 

policy discussions. 
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2 Workshop B: “Maritime safety integration 

into MSP” 

Place European Maritime Spatial Planning Week #2 – Brussels (Belgium) 

Slot Tuesday 2 June 2026 – afternoon session 

Organisers Shom 

 

2.1 Introduction & aim (B) 

The pressure surrounding the use of maritime space and its allocation and distribution 

among various uses has never been greater, and at the same time, more uncertain – 

even chaotic –depending on regional contexts (“spatial squeeze”, climate change, hybrid 

warfare, geopolitical frictions, etc.). This situation therefore poses risks and threats to 

European maritime sovereignty and impacts the spatial planning of its sea-basins.  

In this context, the new European maritime regulatory framework currently taking shape 

raises questions about the MSP’s ability to serve as a geostrategic instrument that, more 

than ever, integrates maritime safety and security even perhaps Defense4. For example, 

how can we simultaneously reconcile energy decarbonization (a goal of the EU Green 

Deal), the protection of related infrastructure (e.g. OWE grid), and the competitiveness 

of European ports through maritime traffic routes that incorporate emerging practices 

(e.g. sailing cargo ships)?  

This workshop aimed to reflect from a geoinformation perspective, on the integration of 

maritime safety (and security) aspects. This will be made within the framework of 

sharing maritime space between activities with fixed vs. dynamic spatiotemporal 

footprints in the cross-border context of a “spatial squeeze” situation at a sea basin 

level.  

It triggers several general questions: 

 What data can shed light on the growing issue of “spatial squeeze” that underlies 

the zoning of national MSP initiatives for a sea basin perspective? 

 How can we use this data, map it, and link the issue of “spatial squeeze” to the 

protection of marine critical infrastructures, which are proliferating at sea? 

                                              
4 Ocean Act (2027) to achieve the Ocean Pact’s targets (2025) through the MSPD reivsion (2026). 
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 For what purposes, and how might this translate into MSP initiatives and 

plans/zoning schemes to develop a common framework for understanding these 

challenges at a sea basin level (going beyond national issues)? 

These issues fall in part within the contemporary fields of “maritime safety” and 

“maritime security”. 

A theoretical case study will be developed to provide practical guidance on establishing 

a methodology for studying these issues at basin scale. It will be based on a recent 

academic paper: Offshore Wind farm and spatial squeeze: a plausible future layout for 

the North Sea in for 20505. 

2.2 Materials & logistics (B) 

2.2.1 Logistics  

In addition to the information shared with Workshop A (venue and organization of the EU 

MSP platform), a total of 56 participants were selected from the 128 received 

registrations, which then received a confirmation email by Shom to. Some cancelled 

their participation by reply to said email before the start of the workshop. Ultimately, 52 

participants were expected, and at least 49 people eventually attended the workshop, 

including several ad-hoc, non-registered participants. 

2.2.2 Presentation designed to frame the workshop 

  

                                              
5 https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/19/5/1339 
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2.2.3 Tools used to support the workshop outcomes 

 

- MIRO board to collect participants knowledge per working group according to the 

questions set out: 
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- SLIDO survey to collect participants knowledge per working group according the 

questions set out:  

6 

 

                                              
6 The responses collected will be presented and incorporated into report D5.2, which relates to this 
workshop. 
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2.2.4 Workshop pictures 

Below are some pictures from the MS15 workshop (afeternoon session) on “Maritime 

safety integration into MSP”, captured by VASAB from NESBp projet. 
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2.3 Summary & next steps (B) 

A technical report (D5.2, due M28 i.e. February 2027) will be produced, presenting and 

evaluation of MSP national plans consistency on maritime safety stakes for sea- basin 

coordination, based in particular on the workshop outcomes. 

Key outcomes of the workshop include: 

 “Spatial squeeze” as a means of developing a digital and pan-European MSP 

approach at the sea-basin level 

o The concept of “spatial squeeze” moved beyond the realm of fisheries to 

become deeply embedded in that of MSP, questioning its roots in the 

allocation and distribution of space amongst human activities beyond 

national waters. 

 

 Distinguish clearly “maritime safety” to “maritime security” 

o Although addressed together without distinction in Priority 5. Enhancing 

maritime security and defence of the Ocean Pact, a future MSP framework 

should be developed that clearly distinguishes between these two areas, 

as they do not address the same issues. In terms of geographic 

information and related data, the concept of the “informational iceberg” 

offers a way to link these two domains (security and safety), but based on 

specific situations. 

 

 Examine the consistency of the data and the metrics linked typically used to guide 

MSP decisions, in order to provide a “fair” assessment of the risk of “spatial 

squeeze” 

o Highlight the “recycling process” of data for MSP purposes, and the 

metrics entanglement to inform the risk of “spatial squeeze” and avoid 

the “black box” effect. 

 

 Deeper understand the specific characteristics of shipping and the world of 

maritime operators, reflected in particular in spatial arrangements and measures 

o Integrate directly at sea-basin level the IMO spatial arrangements and 

measures through a publicly available data layer in the relevant Maritime 

Spatial Data Infrastructures (ex. EMODnet, particular ones at sea-basin 

levels) in order to have a common map setting out the conditions for 

navigation. 
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