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1 Workshop A: “Fitness-for-use  of
EMODnet for MSP”

Place European Maritime Spatial Planning Week #2 - Brussels (Belgium)
Slot Tuesday 2 June 2026 - morning session
Organisers Seascape Belgium, EMODnet Secretariat

1.1 Introduction & aim (A)

In December 2025, Seascape Belgium launched a public survey (via EUSurvey) to gain
insights into the use of EMODnet by MSP practitioners, who have used EMODnet in their
work related to any aspect of MSP, nationally, regionally or on European scale, and
gather feedback on potential improvements to EMODnet data services to increase its fit-
for-use for the MSP community.

Complementing the survey results, the objectives of the workshop were to:

e Inform MSP practitioners on EMODnet: what it offers for them, how it can be used;

e Invite their feedback on their experience in using EMODnet for any MSP-related
work;

e (Collect insights from MSP practitioners on data needs and EMODnet service
improvements.

Feedback gathered from both the survey and the workshop provide insights into how
EMODnet can strengthen its service offer for MSP practitioners (both data users and
providers), and inform the review of the EC MSP Directive.

1.2 Materials & logistics (A)
1.2.1 Logistics

The venue selection was centralised within the EU MSP Week organisation by the EU
MSP Platform, who selected the nhow Brussels Bloom' hotel at Rue Royale -
Koningsstraat 250, 1210, Brussels, Belgium.

Thttps://www.nhow-hotels.com/nl/nhow-brussels-bloom
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The European MSP Platform organising team created an event webpage? with one
registration form for all events that week. By ticking the box in the registration form,
people expressed interest in joining the workshop. The organisers could afterwards
select registrants to join the workshop (keeping in mind capacity of the room).

In total 71 participants were selected from the 92 received registrations, which then
received a confirmation email by Seascape Belgium to (Erreur! Source du renvoi
introuvable.). Some cancelled their participation by reply to said email before the start
of the workshop. Ultimately, 62 participants were expected, and at least® 39 people
eventually attended the workshop, including several ad-hoc, non-registered
participants.

Registrants were asked to complete the survey for MSP stakeholders and practitioners
on the fit-for-use of EMODnet services for MSP (see section Erreur | Source du renvoi
introuvable.)—if they had not already—prior to the workshop.

1.2.2 Exhibition booth

An exhibition booth was set up in the venue from 1-3 June 2026, staffed by Seascape
Belgium representing the EMODnet Secretariat. It presented EMODnet and the European
Atlas of the Seas (short: Atlas), supported by EMODnet-branded promotional materials,
a TV screen playing EMODnet and Atlas videos on a loop, and two roll-up banners, one
of which was specifically designed for this workshop.

The exhibition booth allowed for networking and showcasing EMODnet and the European
Atlas of the Seas during the common coffee and lunch breaks of all EU MSP Week
sessions on those days.

2 https://maritime-spatial-planning.ec.europa.eu/events/european-maritime-spatial-planning-week
3 39 participants signed the attendance list on the day of the workshop. However, it should be noted that
some participants were noted to have not signed this list.
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Figure 1. Nathalie Van Isacker (Seascape Belgium) presenting EMODnet and the European Atlas of the Seas at the
exhibition booth during the European Maritime Spatial Planning Week in Brussels.

A mapping exercise was done with the partners of NESBp to identify and develop a list
with contact details of MSP experts and stakeholders from various European Member
States. This list included MSP experts directly involved in planning (e.g., MSP planners,
maritime planning agency, thematic experts, etc.) as well as stakeholders such as data
users or managers. This list was used to circulate the survey as well as the invitations
for the workshop.

Furthermore, the workshop was promoted on LinkedIn through various profiles (NESB
project, EMODnet, etc.), and in the May 2026 EMODnet news digest.

1.2.3 Presentation designed to frame the workshop

The NESBp workshop on the fit-for-use of the EMODnet data service for MSP featured
presentations from Seascape Belgium/EMODnet Secretariat colleagues and open-floor
discussions with the audience facilitated by interactive Slido polls.

@INESBp [ i, 5

Co-funded by EMODnet
P - the European Union oy " e

Workshop on the fit-for-use Welcome and introduction
of EMODnet

NESBp workshop | 2 June 2026 (morning session)

Seascape Belgium, EMODnet Secretariat Nathalie Tenné (Seascape Belgit

L WSt L

IN 5 #:)NE:
Presenters @ ESEp Workshop objectives & expected outcomes N SBp
gy EMODnet gty EMODnet
[ E= [ E==

Objectives

= Inform on EMODnet marine /n s/itu data offer and data services.
and availability of pan-European MSP dataset

= Discuss fit-for-use of EMODnet offer and data services for MSP
stakeholder needs

Expected outcomes:
* Workshop report, summarising the discussions

= High-level recommendations about positioning of EMODnet in
the review of the MSP Directive
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;: Which sector do you work in? ;: What is your role in MSP?

@ The Slida app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from Slido

@ The Slida app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from

ANESBp | |t
V-
o- What scale do you work on?

Setting the scene

High-level introduction to NESB project and EMODnet's role in it

@ The Slida app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from Slido

Call: EMFAF-2024-PIAMSP ; duration 30 manths (Nay 2024 ~ May 2027)

SSBE/EMODnet partner in NESBp

@)NESBp
K 2

gy SO

Fostering internstionsl
‘casparatan In Maritime
‘Spalial Planring scriss the
Narih Se and Ratic Seo
regions. aniressing four
key oraject themes

= WP5 “Knowledge Transfer & Sharing”

= Dialogues with MSP practitioners and stakeholders
= Survey & workshop

Gotmtedb recide
ety - e '”""5"'”""" -

1| [Knowiedge

Collctiono tsmeton i
o ma AR
tion
Yorre | | i o dats g
Greater e |
K North Sea —
Py Basin Initiative 2
H

§

EMODnet
m [ B N:in: Delivered by a unigue expert N:ﬁ?‘i
a b network: 133 partners, 33 nations e

https://emodnet.ec.europa.eu/en

Public service

i
<

{e] Interoperability

Open Data Sharing

& Trust, transparency and ) ) )
provenance EMODnet
0 Open-Source and Knowledge
Sharing

/bodies ¥
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EDITO is the core
infrastructure platform
(backbone) of the
European Digital Twin
Ocean.

Flagship EU initiative.

4 eEU
¢ ==MISSIONS

s ot acsan s

edito.eu

NESBp [ |ahmz.
Setting the scene

Presentation and technical demao on EMODnet's MSP dataset

uman Activit

Origin of the EU MSP data layer @NEsEp
g oot

* The beginning (October 2019): Creation of Technical Expert Group. +40 data
experts. After 4 workshops and a year later a technical solution for
harmonising the data of maritime spatial plans was created, a comman
MSP layer for Europe.

Basis: 2 ready solutions (HELCOM Basemaps & MSP INSPIRE data model)

NESBp
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EMODnet” A —— e
| E=

= EMODnet
= Dala platform
* Access, visualisation and download
(not BIS tool)
= For use in desktop G!S applications for analyses
* Not BIS analysis taol

* EDITO

inned by EMODnet and C Marine
data services.

+ Explare, Create and Coniribute

= Tools available, GIS analyses

« Derive new (MSP) data products

= Build your own applications!

. )NE:
Context N SBp
g oo

Directive 2014/89/EU: Obligation to develop MSP plans which are
coherent and coordinated across the marine regions

» Requirements: Harmonization of various data (domains,
geographical areas, spatial and temporal scales, quality and
completeness of description, availability, and re-use potential)

= Problem: 22 MSs, each with their own data model, languages,
data... everything's different)

= Need: Visualise and compare across MSs, uses and activities
= Solution: Harmonise all MSPs into a single model

Goals for an EU MSP data layer ESEp
gy Euoonet

Simplicity: Usability without giving up relevant information.

= Harmonisation: A nomenclature compatible with the MSP and
INSPIRE Directives

Integrity: The original MSP of each MS and the harmonised MSP
are visualized at the platform

Compatibility: Capability to interlink with other MSP models

Versatility: To visualise and compare across MSs, uses and
activities




State of play

Belgium
Denmark
Estonia
Finland
Germany
Italy
Latvia
Lithuania
Netherlands
Poland
Spain
Sweden

Next steps

2. Increase

@)NEsBp

EMODnet
gy oo

9 MSs, which have adopted a plan,
are still missing

WHY?

thematic precision

« Improve the granularity and consistency of use categories.

= Enable sector-specific, highly detailed analyses for planning,
conflict detection and blue economy development.

« Support evi

dence-based decisions with richer, more accurate

thematic information.

-
o-

@ The Slido app must

Do you use EMODnet for your
work related to MSP?

be installed on every computer you're presenting from slido

Next steps fo';l?pt
m-v:rf'

1. Complete the EU-wide MSP Picture

« Integrate the remaining MSPs

* Support countries still developing their plans and respond to
new contributions

« Establish a stable update cycle for MSP datasets as Member
States revise or renew their plans

« Achieve a fully coherent European MSP overview to enable
cross-border understanding and collaboration

Next steps

3. Evolve visualisation & user experience
= Enhance the visual representation of MSPs in the EMODnet viewer

= Develop new map styles, overlays and analytical views to support
interpretation and scenario comparison

* Make MSPs more intuitive for planners, researchers and decision-makers

- Did you know the EMODnet MSP dataset
o~ existed, and have you used it in your
work related to MSP?

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from slido

f -
o-

@ The Slido app must

In which phase of the MSP process did
you use EMODnet data/products (any
data, in general)?

be installed on every computer you're presenting from slido

V- How do you access and retrieve
o- EMODnet data/products?

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from slido

NESBp
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NESBpP [ |5 e

Q&A

Study on EMODnet offer for MSP

Maritime Spatial Planning Data
Framework (MSPdF)

= MSP Data Framework from TEG
* Published in June 2023

« Suggest 7 thematic data clusters to

structure input data

= DCL Marine & coastal environment

= DCZ: Marine & coastal conservation and designated sites
- DC3: Dceanagraphic characteristics and climate

« DCi: Coast land use and planning

= DCE: Operative maritime activities and planning

+ DC&: Sacio-economic infermation

- DCT: Bovernance information

150 pracoss,

()NESBp
gy Eoonet

Results

DC1: Marine & coastal enviranment 80.82%

= Percentage of

parameters (data DC2: Marine & coastal conservation/designated sites  64.00%

categories and classes) DC3: Dceanographic characteristics & climate 62.67%
Wthh are r@prESented in DC4: Coastal land use & planning. 3333%
E M D D net DC5: Operative maritime activities & planning 50.26%
DCB: Socio-economic information 0.00%
DC7: Governance information 19.15%

26

Sutvey paricipints

Survey on EMODnet offer for MSP

* Stakeholder survey y- ; -,4'

+ Launched on 26 November 2025 Res
= Sent to identified MSP experts Py 4 Y i &
= 27 responses (mid-May 2026) @ &y o)

e ¢
\V €USurvey | LA Ny

NESBp
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DNESBp [T |55 v

T EMODngt

Setting the scene

Using MSP Data Framework from TEG on data for MSP to quantify
EMODnet's offer for MSP,
& key outcomes from the stakeholder survey

D

Study on EMODnet offer for MSP

= Subcategories and -classes per Data
Cluster

* Example for DC5: Operative maritime
activities and planning

« Based an eHILUCE
r

RE Land Use

» Focus on EMODnet Map Viewer, and by
extension the Catalogue

NESBp
o o

Results

DC1: Marine & coastal enviranment 80.82%

= Percentage of

parameters (data DC2: Marine & coastal conservation/designated sites  64.00%

Categﬁries and ctasses) DEC3: Oceanographic characteristics & climate 62.67%
which are represented in DC4: Coastal land use & planning 3333%
EMODnet DCS5: Operative maritime activities & planning 50.26%

01

+ Main gaps

TOTAL

» 53.05% of layers in the EMODnet Map Viewer are mentioned in
the Data Cluster parameters

()NESBp

Results & suggestions for EMODnet
gy EHoonet

your tole inthe maritime spatial planning \What s the type of organisation you work for?

processes?

10



Results & suggestions for EMODnet .EB NESEp
gy EMODnet
[ E=

If you have used EMODnet on a national scale; could Which EMODnet thematics have you used data from?

you indicate duringwhich phase of the MSP process
you have used EMODnet?

Results & suggestions for EMODnet

Was the dataf informationyau were lookingfor in

Does the metadata of the EMODnet data and data
EMODnet easy 1o find? |

=0

DNESBp [ Jsimsen,,,

Open-floor discussions

@)NEsBp

Results & suggestions for EMODnet
gy Euoonet

How have you accessed and/or downloaded EMODnet
data (multiple options are possible)?

" *leg

31
Results & suggestions for EMODnet
= Data gaps identified by survey respondents;
+ More detalled data on a finer scale {regional. national, tecal), and morz regularly updated
+ Biodiversty data (mobile soecies such as birds & mammals}
+ Mixed respanses Lo whelher EMOOnet should include secio-economic data
» Suggestion to link to other data portals providing data that is unavailable
on EMODnet
= Suggestion for metadata to provide mare info on data provenance
* How were the data compiled? Data sources? Researchers/citizen science?
* Suggestion for more user-friendly tutorials on data access
+ EQg. how 1o access data through a Web Featu vice (WES)
33

ANESBp [ |50 ven 00t
Open-floor discussion

TOPIC 1: Optimising the EMODnet Map Viewer for MSP
and external portals/databases

Lie Tonns

data products, NESBP

gty EMODnet
-

Map Viewer: Si i isation of
and subsetting

NESBp
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()NESBp

Map Viewer most visited webpage
gy poonet

sected EMODRFD

alwaopages

e S

statsics from
furcoa Analyics. 36

n



Data in the EMODnet Map Viewer are currently
categorised according to the seven EMODnet Themes.
Do you find this a useful categorisation, or would you
suggest another kind of categorisation?

a— What would you like to be able to do in the EMODnet Map a—
- = Viewer? What functionalities would you want to be added - =
that are currently missing?

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do

Q from survey: “do you believe that the data N?:F:
offer on EMODnet sufficiently covers your <% @™
needs, or would the inclusion of such or

other data help you in your work on MSP?"

Black Sea Vot Knawfedge Genire

*  EMODnet could make a link to these dala portals, but no need to duplicate
the work

» Jt could be helpful to be guided from EMODnel to these other portals (e.g.
for information on sacio-economics please visit Eurostat)

= There would be no added value to include it in EMODnet

|
E | MSPABIO Data Compilati
BSUKCE ata Compilation

Besiood |

2Blu -
= Any integration of information (e.g. coastal tourism) into one databsse
space/ portal is desirable

External platforms and databases

EMODnet data layers into other portals (e.g. EMODnet MSP dataset
- Would the inclusion of other types of data into EMODnet via web services)
(currently not within its mandate), be relevant or s = . - -
o= redundant?

@ The Slido app must be instal

NESBp [ |5t
Your layers manually embedded
into EMQODnet Map Viewer

Open-floor discussion

TOPIC 2 Optimising the EMODnet metadata and catalogue

algium,

NESBp
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Metadata catalogue

Do you have other suggestions to increase the
discoverability of MSP-relevant datasets on EMODnet,
for your use?

NESBp | |t

Open-floor discussion

TOPIC 3: Policy recommendations and suggestions for MSP Directive revision

@)NESBp

MSPD revision and EMODnet's offer i oo

= Harmonised datasets and data products at sea-basin and
European scale

* Improving accessibility of MSFD data via EMODnet

» Hosting national MSPs in geospatial format

NESBp

Northern European Sea Basins project

Is there a need from the MSP community for EMODnet to
g certain d as rel for 'spatial
planning' (or similar) to increase discoverability?

NESBP ‘ ‘;t';:::;::uninn

Coffee break

@)NESBp

The Ocean Act and the MSPD revision oy o

= Strengthened national cross-sectoral coordination and a
strengthened sea-basin approach to MSP

» Climate-smart maritime spatial planning
« Aligning MSPD and MSFD

= Strengthen maritime spatial planning to tackle climate,
biodiversity and pollution challenges

@)NEsBp [N ot e

Slido round 1 - MSPD and
MSFD alignment

wevew NLSpeoject ou



&
&

%, S

V- Do you use MSFD data as inputs V- What praverits you from using
. (more) MSFD data when
o~ to your national MSPs? o~ g
developing MSPs?

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do ® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from

% %
Tor Tor
W, 5N

What will be the biggest challenge
to alignment of the MSPD and How could EMODnet help?
MSFD?

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do ® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from

NESBp [l Goiesss . NG oot

How could EMODnet's current service offer support the
strengthened sea-basin approach to MSP proposed in

SlIdO I'Qund 2 - the Ocean Act/MSPD revision?
Strengthened sea-basin
approach

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do

e NLSZpeiecLou

&

o

What changes or additions to EMODnet's service

& )N Co-funded b EMODnet
ESBp - o Eurapean nion. MM 0"
offer would support a strengthened sea-basin

approach to MSP? Slido round 3 - EMODnet
and the revised MSPD

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from slido

wevew NLSpeoject ou

NESBp
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2,

,
‘&»ﬁ{

- Do you agree that there should be an obligation for - Would you like to see EMODnet designated with an
Member States to publish their MSPs in a geospatial official role to host geospatial formal MSPs under the
o~ format? (o B revised MSPD?

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do ® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do

&

Do you have other suggestions Do you have suggestions for the evolution
for the role of EMODnet in the of EMODnet to support the revised MSPD
revised MSPD? and Member States?

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do ® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do

2,

,
5‘&%

Thank you for your participation!
- o Is there anything else you want to
share?

NESBp | |imes

Wrap-up

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you're presenting from S"do

NESBp [l o incec2 . ORI EHOONet
THANK YOU!

Seascape Belgium/EMODnel Secretarial leam:
Nathalie Tonné, Merel De Cock.
Coner Delaney, Jan-Bart Calewaert, Joseph Nolan, Debbie Tsang

o il (> BLUE

[ri— CLUSTER

,}- 'Q ®uAsAB

MANTIS Skt et
I
o

Co-funded by
the European Union Wiy

Interested to contribute?
Take our survey!

MDC "
—_ —_— © Nordeegio

o HESlpe s

NESBp s
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1.2.4 Tools used to support the workshop outcomes

Open-floor discussions with the audience were facilitated by a number of interactive
Slido polls. Below you can a screenshot of each of the questions and the corresponding

results.

Which sector do you work in?
Multiple Choice Poll 24 votes &), 24 participants

Public administration - 16 votes

Private sector/industry - 4 votes

Research/academia - 3 votes

NGO, civil society - 0 votes

Other - 1 vote

JNESBp

Northern European Sea Basins project

67%

13%

0%

4%

slido



What is your role in MSP?

Multiple Choice Poll 24 votes & 24 participants

Maritime authority - 3 votes

General plan coordinator/planner - 7 votes

Thematic expert (e.g., transport, engineering) - 4 votes

Spatial analyst - 6 votes

Stakeholder engagement/consultation facilitator - 3 votes

Environmental advisor/consultant - 6 votes

13%

29%

17%

25%

13%

25%

Data user: | am not a planner, but make use of data (in general) and maritime spatial plans for my

daily work - 4 votes

Data manager - 4 votes

Other - 4 votes

NESBp

Northern European Sea Basins project

17%

17%

17%

slido
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What scale do you work on?

Multiple Choice Poll 26 votes &) 26 participants

Local - 4 votes

National - 18 votes

Regional (i.e. sea basin level) - 15 votes

European - 12 votes

International - 3 votes

Do you use EMODnet for your work related to MSP?
Multiple Choice Poll 24 votes &) 24 participants

Yes, | do - 20 votes

No, | don't - 4 votes

| tried to, but wasn't able - 0 votes

15%

69%

58%

46%

12%

slido

83%

17%

0%

slido

Did you know the EMODnet MSP dataset existed, and have you used it in your work related

to MSP?
Multiple Choice Poll 19votes & 19 participants

Yes, | knew it existed, and have used it in my work related to MSP - 11 votes

| knew it existed, but haven't used it - 8 votes

No, | did not know it existed - O votes

NESBp
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58%

42%

0%

slido
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In which phase of the MSP process did you use EMODnet data/products (any data, in
general)?
Multiple Choice Poll 19votes & 19 participants

Yes, Phase 1: Setting the scene (i.e. creation of MSP working group, establishing the necessary

context for the entire planning process, etc.) - 3 votes

L J 16%

Yes, Phase 2: Designing the planning process (i.e. organising the MSP framework, defining goals,
establishing the planning area and timeframe, and creating a detailed work plan, etc.) - 1 vote

[ J 5%

Yes, Phase 3: Conducting assessments of existing and future conditions of environmental and
socio-economic parameters for planning - 7 votes

G 7%

Yes, Phase 4: Developing the MSP (i.e. spatial allocation of uses/zones, development of spatial

and temporal management actions of the different uses, etc.) - 3 votes

s 16%

Yes, Phase 5: Enabling implementation of the MSP (i.e. establishing implementation plan, and
regulation and mechanisms for the implementation; regular dialogue with relevant sectors;
compliance with and enforcement of the MSP; etc.) - 1 vote

5%

Yes, Phase 6: Monitoring, evaluation, and adaptation of the process and plan (i.e. track progress
towards plan objectives, assessing effectiveness of MSP plan, etc.) - 1 vote

[ ) 5%

No, | have not made use of EMODnet data for MSP planning processes - 5 votes

26%

Not applicable, as I'm not involved in planning processes - 7 votes

S — 7%

NESBp
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How do you access and retrieve EMODnet data/products?

Multiple Choice Poll 17 votes & 17 participants

Map Viewer - 15 votes

88%

Metadata Catalogue - 6 votes

35%

Web services OGC - 5 votes

29%

ERDDAP - 1 vote

6%

NESBp
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What would you like to be able to do in the EMODnet Map Viewer? What functionalities
would you want to be added that are currently missing?

Open text poll 15 responses &) 13 participants

o

Bo

Bo

Bo

Bo

Qo

Go

Go

Bo

Bo

Anonymous
Higher granularity of vessel types in vessel density maps

Anonymous
Multi-layer information

Anonymous
ecosystem-based layers or views

Anonymous
From the map viewer, have an access to the WFS or WMS stream link for exact layer we

are seeing, not having to search it throught page of all the layers for the layer group (e.g
access route density for a specific vessel type we are currently looking at, not having to go

to the page of all route density layers and search the ony we want in it).

Anonymous
Simple aggregated statistics by area

Anonymous
Spatial implications of the data subject - does a polygon exclude other activities or can it

colocate with proper management?

Anonymous
Add plans that are in another phase than just the adopted plans. When using neighbouring

countries plans, it's easy to miss out important updates in a plan on consultation/proposed
plan.

Anonymous
What possible plans could look like (scenario’s) so you can see if you change certain

activities what the effect might be on other activities

Anonymous
Sc.paper that used data set/product

Anonymous
select/deselect multiple maritime uses and functions at the same time

Anonymous
A slider for layers with a temporal aspect

Anonymous
For conservation measures, pictures of habitats / species being protected / managed.

Anonymous
Combine filters

Anonymous
Fiddle with symbology

Anonymous
Edit symbology

NESBp
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E) Data in the EMODnet Map Viewer are currently categorised according to the seven
EMODnet Themes. Do you find this a useful categorisation, or would you suggest another
kind of categorisation?

Open text poll 4responses & 4 participants

ry Anonymous
Would it not be useful to have data tagged for a variety of categories so e.g. if you're

interested in MSFD then you can see data organised by descriptors, if it's MSPD you can
view by sectors and requirements set out there?

Anonymous
&) e
It's fine as it is, for now

Y Anonymous
| think it is useful to remain to align with the franework

g Anonymous
Useful &

slido

Would the inclusion of other types of data into EMODnet (currently not within its mandate), be
relevant or redundant?

Multiple Choice Poll 18votes & 18 participants

| would like to see other (e.g. socio-economic) data in the Map Viewer - 10 votes

. 56%

It is sufficient if EMODnet would guide us to these other sources (e.g. by providing the link from the

Portal or Map Viewer) - 8 votes

. ] 4%
No need for inclusion of - or reference to - other data platforms - 0 votes
[ J 0%
slido
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ﬁ Is there a need from the MSP community for EMODnet to label/tag certain datasets as
relevant for 'spatial planning' (or similar) to increase discoverability?
Rating Poll 18votes & 18 participants

Score: 3.1
33%
28%
17% 17%
2 -
1 2 3 4 5
No, this would work restrictively Yes, a 'spatial planning' tag could be very useful

slido

Do you have other suggestions to increase the discoverability of MSP-relevant datasets on
EMODnet, for your use?

Open text poll 7responses & 7 participants

Y Anonymous
Maybe to suggest specific datasets in the MSP development guidelines (eg. loc-unesco)

Anonymous
Data/product is part of MSP data Framework

Qo

o Anonymous
Geographical polygon search of available data sets.. you can then choose what might be

relevant.

Anonymous
Show what different countries use for their MSP could draw inspiration to discover new

Bo

relevant datasets for your MSP

Anonymous
Maybe highlight the layers that are more often displayed by the users already, to be able to

begin with the more popular layers.

o Anonymous
Input/output, observed/modelled data tags

Anonymous
Maybe a page listing relevant datasets available on Emodnet, sorted per MSP data

category?

Go

slido
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Do you use MSFD data as inputs to your national MSPs?

Multiple Choice Poll 13votes & 13 participants

Yes, | use MSFD data from my own country - 7 votes

54%

Yes, | use MSFD data from multiple countries - 1 vote

8%

No, | do not use MSFD data - 2 votes

15%

Not sure - 3 votes

23%

slido

What prevents you from using (more) MSFD data when developing MSPs?

Multiple Choice Poll 9votes & 9 participants

MSFD data are not accessible - 4 votes

44%

MSFD data are not useful/relevant - 3 votes

33%

MSFD data are not in usable format - 5 votes

56%

Other - 1 vote

1%

slido

@ How could EMODnet's current service offer support the strengthened sea-basin approach to
MSP proposed in the Ocean Act/MSPD revision?

Wordcloud Poll 14 responses & 9 participants

Assess marine basin data-redy for MSP
transboundary collaboration
Access

making datasets (i

prioritise COI l a b Orati on Informal MSP-labeling

important
Evidence transboundary

Focus

Integration into EDITO

relevant non-EU countries (possible?)

Assess data that are relevant for MSP for each ...

slido
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@ What changes or additions to EMODnet's service offer would support a strengthened sea-
basin approach to MSP?
Wordcloud Poll 2responses &) 2 participants

DDAS

Sea basin data statistics

slido

Do you agree that there should be an obligation for Member States to publish their MSPs in a
geospatial format?

Multiple Choice Poll 16 votes & 16 participants

Yes - 14 votes

C— 88%

No - 2 votes

- 13%
slido

Would you like to see EMODnet designated with an official role to host geospatial formal

MSPs under the revised MSPD?

Multiple Choice Poll 10votes & 10 participants

Yes - 7 votes

D 70%

No - 3 votes

(] 30%
slido
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@ Do you have other suggestions for the role of EMODnet in the revised MSPD?
Wordcloud Poll 12 responses &) 9 participants

Be brave for seabasin integration

Support TEG-like group

harmonization
Explicitly support regional collaboration
Pan European harmonisation
Act as Sea basin level portal

Technical advisory

Support C ive Impact

slido

1.2.5 Workshop pictures

Below are some pictures from the MS15 workshop (morning session) on “Fitness-for-
use of EMODnet for MSP”, captured by Anais Dyckmans from Seascape Belgium.

b

foin at
slido.com
#1713 382

FHEE

e
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1.3 Summary & next steps (A)

A workshop report (D5.3, due M30 i.e. April 2027) will be produced, presenting
recommendations for strengthening EMODnet data services for MSP based on
stakeholder (both data users and providers) feedback collected through the survey and
workshop and giving high-level recommendations on the positioning of EMODnet in the
MSP Directive review and impact assessment of the Ocean Act.

Key outcomes of the workshop include:

>

Due to the MSP Directive being open to interpretation regarding how Member
States (MSs) should share their national maritime spatial plan, national plans are
often non-interoperable for a number of reasons. EMODnet Human Activities has
therefore created a common European MSP data model, harmonising the MS
plans for which data are accessible into a format that allows comparability and
interoperability across MSs. However, data harmonisation necessarily involves
assumptions and simplifications, which inevitably entails some loss of nuances
from the original national plans.

Proposed next steps for EMODnet Human Activities could include:

o Integrate the remaining national maritime spatial plans, thereby achieving
a fully coherent European MSP overview to enable cross-border
understanding and collaboration;

o Enhance the visual representation of MSP data in the EMODnet Map Viewer
(e.g., overlapping polygons), which is an ongoing task by EMODnet Human
Activities.

Maritime spatial plans must reflect national priorities and stakeholder interests.
Governments will therefore mostly prefer using their own data over harmonised
EMODnet data and products. They often also have access to higher quality data
that are not shared with EMODnet.

Data access is still a major obstacle, particularly data on fisheries and offshore
energy infrastructure. EMODnet'’s future utility depends partly on better upstream
data flows and governance arrangements, not only on portal development.

EMODnet will continue to play a major role as the European /n s/tu marine data
service, adding value on a pan-European scale by harmonising marine data from
MSs. This will be most useful when adopting a sea-basin approach for MSP.

)NESBp s
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» Participants proposed several suggestions to increase the discoverability of
MSP-related data in the EMODnet Map Viewer and the Product Catalogue, as well
as on transparency of data quality, geographic coverage and legal validity, and
general user-friendliness of the Portal, which will be considered by the EMODnet
Technical Working Group.

» EMODnet could take up an official role to host MSPs in geospatial format under
the revised MSP Directive but could also help by continuing the pan-European
harmonisation of MSP data and acting as a strong voice for marine data users in
policy discussions.

)NESBp g
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2 Workshop B: “Maritime safety integration
into MSP”

Place European Maritime Spatial Planning Week #2 - Brussels (Belgium)
Slot Tuesday 2 June 2026 - afternoon session
Organisers Shom

2.1 Introduction & aim (B)

The pressure surrounding the use of maritime space and its allocation and distribution
among various uses has never been greater, and at the same time, more uncertain -
even chaotic -depending on regional contexts (“spatial squeeze”, climate change, hybrid
warfare, geopolitical frictions, etc.). This situation therefore poses risks and threats to
European maritime sovereignty and impacts the spatial planning of its sea-basins.

In this context, the new European maritime regulatory framework currently taking shape
raises questions about the MSP's ability to serve as a geostrategic instrument that, more
than ever, integrates maritime safety and security even perhaps Defense*. For example,
how can we simultaneously reconcile energy decarbonization (a goal of the EU Green
Deal), the protection of related infrastructure (e.g. OWE grid), and the competitiveness
of European ports through maritime traffic routes that incorporate emerging practices
(e.g. sailing cargo ships)?

This workshop aimed to reflect from a geoinformation perspective, on the integration of
maritime safety (and security) aspects. This will be made within the framework of
sharing maritime space between activities with fixed vs. dynamic spatiotemporal
footprints in the cross-border context of a “spatial squeeze” situation at a sea basin
level.

It triggers several general questions:

e What data can shed light on the growing issue of “spatial squeeze” that underlies
the zoning of national MSP initiatives for a sea basin perspective?

e How can we use this data, map it, and link the issue of “spatial squeeze” to the
protection of marine critical infrastructures, which are proliferating at sea?

4 Ocean Act (2027) to achieve the Ocean Pact's targets (2025) through the MSPD reivsion (2026).

JNESBp ’
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e For what purposes, and how might this translate into MSP initiatives and
plans/zoning schemes to develop a common framework for understanding these
challenges at a sea basin level (going beyond national issues)?

These issues fall in part within the contemporary fields of “maritime safety” and
“maritime security”.

A theoretical case study will be developed to provide practical guidance on establishing
a methodology for studying these issues at basin scale. It will be based on a recent
academic paper: Offshore Wind farm and spatial squeeze. a plausible future layout for
the North Sea in for 2050P.

2.2 Materials & logistics (B)
2.2.1 Logistics

In addition to the information shared with Workshop A (venue and organization of the EU
MSP platform), a total of 56 participants were selected from the 128 received
registrations, which then received a confirmation email by Shom to. Some cancelled
their participation by reply to said email before the start of the workshop. Ultimately, 52
participants were expected, and at least 49 people eventually attended the workshop,
including several ad-hoc, non-registered participants.

2.2.2 Presentation designed to frame the workshop

---- Agenda
oo
Plenary >
N E S B Co-funded by 14:00 [ 1) Generalintroduction DG MARE opening words.
- p the European Union Shom presentation
lenary >
14:220 [2) WS collaborative work > Survey presentation
Shom explain:
Maritime safety into MSP orkng goups
14:30 | 3) Methodological approach to tackle “spatial squeeze” impacts.
NESBp's suppc
worksho p 1530 P —

Working groups >

1545  |4) Restitutionisynthesis

2 June 2026 - Brussels
16:30  [5) “Safetyl"security” links in MSP at sea basin level

Shom MSP Unit*
et C e

17:00 | 6) Keymessages

5 https://www.mdpi.com/1996-1073/19/5/1339
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@ Marsafe into MSP: WS framework @ Marsafe* into MSP: WS framework

Management &
coot ion " S
- Wity Intasnucurs and Wote Management (ethertans)
Energy transition and |[ESIPRNIERSERI——S——)
» wecom
Fomrn rnsonat. ] |
Coopraionn arme . 4 Knowledge transfer &
F o m-— g P T
Sivoc | i s o,
= e —]
as@ prepitarivesi P
g Communi &
St et S e nmiinlcation -
B venesapoes W menesepuee wewnessoen the European Union i ——

° “MarSafe" into MSP: WS framework

NESBp @ Marsafe* into MSP: WS aim NESBp

e

£ \M“") Z

£

Progress collectively in our understanding of maritime %t £ m —

safety integration in MSP

¥ What is the purpose of maritime safety in MSP context?
The link between? And with secutiy aspect?

v Why and how adress it?

B

To take a European approach to this issue
flask DIK(VY) v Share knowledge and experience from different sea-

151 - Crtston o aons pans corsseney g o) basins

Kiowledye tanzte 2 AR Y *imomatony  ShomR) v Adress shared responses that can serve potentially as a
105 oo bomsomtcry L S0 oy
754 Demegmentct e o omeny NS

© Koowedge ()

5
o A new EU maritime policy framework: “safety” & A new EU maritime policy framework: “safety” &
“security” in the same boat? “security” in the same boat?
International Convention for the
Safety of Life at Sea (S S| il
- i ! ) - CECHG o EU Ocean Act
revison
(X11) (X1-2)
‘Special measures to ‘Special measures to
‘enhance maritime enhance maritime #5_Enhancing maritime security and MSPD 2014/89/EU_Article 6
security safety defence , 2(0)_take into account environmental,
. [ I economic and social aspects, 25 well a5
e o[ EomplSry o - ling sk, on sbmin o, et L - safely aspests;
e B st
e - Threats O Risks
Sl sion i sl . s e i e
P
;-
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° Which translation in MSP geo-information*?

oS goo formatin o

B
£
3
£
£
2

O risk(s)
5
i

. P sea se s ooment:
. Ouganzaton and managementof e vt

Sy sy
+ Searenand Rese (SAR) s

Marsoc” geo iformaton on:

© Pracy egai atckna:
© Hegal Uneporc, ad Urcsgusteatanng
aciutes 00U g

oo o
° A “spatial squeeze’ situation: a congestion of the NESBP
B A=t
s in geographic:
... T
Bl hot i o o accantica e
. e s
i
Ew— 11
o A “spatial squeeze” impact: illustration NESBP
0 buman actvios
JE2 Fishing grounds [ benthic gear / pelagic gear]
[] weas puen cawgorym
PR ———
P —
e
N JT ——
—
T ——
3 Markime uses managemant 8 WSP zoning
~ s
o ommuriaion
73 enery Pocucton
13
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o A “spatial squeeze” situation: a congestion of the

space at sea

"5 Fromafisheries Issue - =5 To
pective... - -

. Expansonctuses

< Epansonctareas b e e
potentaly coseato

fehng

< sty s
¢ resttedscessio e e
g groands s
ocsion sses s
Sl povee

10
o A “spatial squeeze” impact: illustration
3 Human activites
TN Fishing grounds [ benthic gear /pelagic gear]
" [ ] weas pucw category ]
e sordors ansnsiont proec UGN ctegory 1
= s ues
8 Tested
 Production
. Newsging e saing cargol
12
o A “spatial squeeze”’ impact: the case of the safety
distance and spatial provision
. Y
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A “spatial squeeze” impact: the case of the safety NESBP o The “spatial squeezé": why structure it?
distance and spatial provision ) ey bl

NESBp

% A phenomenon:
= Catalysts for various challenges and risks(threats) at sea
= Source of cumulative impacts at different scales
> An instrument:
= Identifying meritime navigation patters
= Assessing the consistency of MSP zones with maritime

navigation and safety regulations _ i

e
£ zom

@ Cable/cabe corridor

Schematic visualisation of investigated Installations at sea (with
of avarage heights) and applied safety distances in BE, NL, DE and DK
boat

estimi

° WS collaborative work: organisation @ NESBP ° WS collaborative work: organisation

i
§

NESBp

STEP #1: INFORM AND MAP THE “SPATIAL SQUEEZE"

17 18

14n30- 18100

Gow#1 |, Q1a_What fundamental data at sea basin level is needed
to inform “spatial squeeze" origin/issues?

¥ MIRO (ink sent)

'+ v Summary table (printed)
¥ Portfolio of Maps (paper)

14030~ 18000

Q1b_What type of maritime traffic (route density vs vessel
density) and fisheries data are useful (0 integrate?

And what metrics (strengths and weaknesses) linked

10 consider?

¥ MIRO (ink sent)
* v Summary table (printed)
¥ Portfolio of Maps (paper)

ENIEN
(1) (4]
ERIER
EBIED

I

° WS collaborative work: organisation

NESBp

STEP #2: LEVERAGE TO MITIGATE THE “SPATIAL SQUEEZE" IMPACTS
5hoo- 18130

collaboration and data sharing?

¥ MIRO (link sent)
¥ Portfolio of Maps (paper)

Group it
Q2_How traffic management systems (TSS, fairways),
safety zones, and MSP zoning can they be made consistent
, at sea-basin level?
How can MSP and safety(security) improve their

19
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2.2.3 Tools used to support the workshop outcomes

- MIRO board to collect participants knowledge per working group

questions set out:

miro =

L)
v
&
B
[r]
T
2
14
jus
@
]
+
N

5 NESBp_Shom WS} LY

Group#1 Group#2.

Q1 What fundamental
data atsea basin evel s
needed to nform spatial
squeeze’originfssues?

Group#1

Q1a: What fundamental
data at sea basin level is
needed to inform 'spatial
sgueeze' origin/issues?

Q2: How traffic management systems
(TSS, fairways), safety zones, and MSP
zoning can they be made consistent at
sea-basin level?

How can MSP and safety(security)
improve their collaboration and data
sharing?

NESBp
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=

==
)

kS

High pricrity:
Alumber of moving
wessels and
typerize fisheries,

emparaliy
openmgciasng

s e propar

man e routss

Group#3

Qla: What fundamentl
dataatsea basinfevel s
neaded to nform Spatil
squeeze’ orgivisues?

low priority: fixed
structures
without pravion
toinerease
fremporality:
opening/closing)

constat: very

hard to keep
the safety

perspective

Heving an EU
platiorm if not
already existing,
1 already existing
making it evohve.
10 answer needs

according to the

o & o 9 - N

interaction
climate
change
with all

impartance af
data set for
spatial squeeze is
tocapture the
combine data:

‘it ard waves]
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Group#6

Q1b: What type of maritime traffic
(route density vs vessel density) and
fisheries data are useful to
integrate?

And what metrics (strengths and
weaknesses) linked to consider?

Q2: How can traffic management
systems (TSS, fairways), safety zones,
and MSP zoning be made consistent at
sea-basin level?

How can MSP and safety (security)
improve collaboration and data sharing?

NESB
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IMO
Routing
Measures

Betcer avallabily of near

We should be
asking fishermen
Would suggest taking a 5 year and fishing experts
average for both fishing and about what the best
shipping related mapping. To data to use s to

account for seasonalty,sample
10 days in each quarter for each feprean fick
of the 5 years (a total of 40 days Interests,
per year) This also avoid the
challenge of having to deal with
aarge volume of ata.

Charts should be
used. These help to
explain why traffic
patterns emerge, in
addition to IMO.
routing.

Using ‘main routes' to represent
vessel movements works where
there are IMO measure but
outside these vessels navigate
in an inconsistent way reflecting
sea conditions on the day. This.
doesn't mean the routes are
less important, just appear less
clearly in terms of being
reflected in the amount of
traffic in a particular area,

i Early dialogue is very Use of charts to inform MSP
provided n aspaial vy e important - the safety of would enhance accounting for
igat ippil navigation in plans but access to
i tobein charting data s restricted, It
understoad. i planning early on. the room at the beginning. would be useful to open up
access to charting data across
Europe, atleast for the marine
planning community. Marine
planners should be trained to
Would be useful read nautical charts and
tohave International “There is good guidance for understand IMO measures.
standardised i
approach to basin-wide collision project level (n the case of
navigational X ind eg, ESCA
safety studies. using future OWF Guidefine No.6 The Proximity of
scenarios. Offshore Renewable Energy
lestalatons b Sitees Cabie IMO meastres take time to put in place
Infrastructures. However, there Bk heve S7cle i maregirg vessel
Having more regularised s little plan-level guideance. wraffic for safety. Where a potential role
‘meetings between MSP. for IMO meastes is identified ina
and navigation s useful planning process,this should be
i oo detalled and commitment made to
et htham putting in place the IMO measure as
e e part of implementing the plan. However,
Shinglg Group Dominic need to be awiare of the cultural

Plug can provide details).

implications of this approach - freedom
of navigation is the ‘default preference.
for mariners.
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- SLIDO survey to collect participants knowledge per working group according the
questions set out:

Co-funded by
the European Union

Spatial squeeze and link with
security issue

Workshop on maritime safety integration into MSP

2 June 2026
NH Bloom Hotel, Brussels

www.NESBproject.e
s ‘} W. project.eu

v - . . .
o- What is your connection to the topic?

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from Slido

¢ The responses collected will be presented and incorporated into report D5.2, which relates to this
workshop.
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What role does MSP play in integrating safety and security
considerations for critical maritime infrastructure?

® The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

Are there specific corridors or areas where spatial squeeze

already generates observable security challenges? If so, can you

describe the nature of those challenges?

@ The Slido app must be installed on every computer you’re presenting from

slido

Northern European Sea Basins project I
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2.2.4 Workshop pictures

Below are some pictures from the MS15 workshop (afeternoon session) on “Maritime
safety integration into MSP”, captured by VASAB from NESBp projet.

NESBp :
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2.3 Summary & next steps (B)

A technical report (D5.2, due M28 i.e. February 2027) will be produced, presenting and
evaluation of MSP national plans consistency on maritime safety stakes for sea- basin
coordination, based in particular on the workshop outcomes.

Key outcomes of the workshop include:

>

“Spatial squeeze” as a means of developing a digital and pan-European MSP
approach at the sea-basin level
o The concept of “spatial squeeze” moved beyond the realm of fisheries to
become deeply embedded in that of MSP, questioning its roots in the
allocation and distribution of space amongst human activities beyond
national waters.

Distinguish clearly “maritime safety” to “maritime security”

o Although addressed together without distinction in Priority 5. Enhancing
maritime security and defence of the Ocean Pact, a future MSP framework
should be developed that clearly distinguishes between these two areas,
as they do not address the same issues. In terms of geographic
information and related data, the concept of the “informational iceberg”
offers a way to link these two domains (security and safety), but based on
specific situations.

Examine the consistency of the data and the metrics linked typically used to guide
MSP decisions, in order to provide a “fair” assessment of the risk of “spatial
squeeze”
o Highlight the “recycling process” of data for MSP purposes, and the
metrics entanglement to inform the risk of “spatial squeeze” and avoid
the “black box” effect.

Deeper understand the specific characteristics of shipping and the world of

maritime operators, reflected in particular in spatial arrangements and measures

o Integrate directly at sea-basin level the IMO spatial arrangements and

measures through a publicly available data layer in the relevant Maritime

Spatial Data Infrastructures (ex. EMODnet, particular ones at sea-basin

levels) in order to have a common map setting out the conditions for
navigation.

)NESBp “
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