                                                                                                           Draft 15.04.2008
Outcome of EWW Synergy workshop

Liepaja 2008
Baltic Sea Region Vision 2030 based on results of LTP work
VASAB`s mission:

VASAB is a network on the highest decision-making level for spatial planning and monitoring of spatial development, creating a framework for cooperation within the Baltic Sea Region. 
Values of the Baltic Sea Region:

· Sustainable development

· Freedom

· Solidarity

· Subsidiarity

· Trust 
Guiding principles: 

· Good governance

· Intelligent consumption

· Creative production

· Renewable energy

· Easy and reliable flow of ideas and knowledge

New challenges:

· Climate change

· Change of the BSR from a peripheral location to a strategic one and taking advantage of this location 
· Humanization of globalization

· Diversification of energy sources

· Intensive and incoherent use of the Baltic Sea
· Depopulation of rural areas

· Ageing and migration

· Unexpected transport growth and urban sprawl 

· Explosive growth of underground and underwater construction

Vision 2030:

The Baltic Sea Region is a sustainable, integrated, well-functioning and safe part of Europe with the Baltic Sea as a common asset.

The Baltic Sea Region is well-connected internally as well as with the rest of Europe and the world, creating benefits from global partnerships and sound development of its surrounding neighbors. 
The Baltic Sea Region is a model of efficient cooperation between creative, well-educated inhabitants, strong regions and institutions benefiting from human capital, natural and cultural diversity and ensuring life quality in urban and rural areas.

Goals:
The pearls: the driving forces of the region 
· The Baltic Sea Region metropolis are development pillars and gateways to the world
· The big cities and capital metropolis areas as winners in terms of the globalization trend support small and medium sized cities as well as rural areas
· The cities offer attractive urban environment for inhabitants and investments
The strings: an emphasis on environment-friendly solutions and renewable energy 
· The Baltic Sea Region has fast and efficient internal and external air, sea and land connections. Missing transport links and delayed infrastructure developments are identified and resolved 
· Land transport infrastructure are integrated in well-functioning green transport corridors in order to save space and nature 
· The Baltic Sea Region has well-functioning logistical arrangements. Integrated maritime and rail transport logistics junctions are promoted
· An easy and reliable flow of ideas and knowledge as well as people all over the Baltic Sea Region is creating a united entity for skilled and qualified inhabitants 
· Apart from the metropolitan areas, technological and ICT progress serves small and medium sized cities as well as rural areas of the Baltic Sea Region
· The Baltic Sea Region has a multimodal integrated energy production and supply system with disperse sources of energy

The patches: areas supporting dynamism and quality of life 
· The Baltic Sea Region has diverse, low-fragmented cultural landscapes and is connected with the rest of Europe with well-developed green networks 
· The Baltic Sea Region has clean rivers, lakes and drinking water
· The Baltic Sea Region is a forerunner in sustainable tourism

· The Baltic Sea coast is governed with careful balance between development and protection 

The sea: a common asset and development resource
· The Baltic Sea is healed and governed in a sound way to use it for safe maritime transport, tourism, offshore and underground construction, etc.

· Motorways on the Baltic Sea secure prevention of ship accidents 

· The Baltic Sea is a laboratory for the implementation of the EU Maritime Policy

The system: integrated terrestrial and sea spatial planning and management 
· The countries in the Baltic Sea Region plan and use land and the entire Baltic Sea in an integrated and responsible manner
· Sea spatial planning is based on the principles of participation and transparency

The cooperation: potential for a model region of sustainable development  

· The obstacles limiting cross border connections between regions, settlements and infrastructures of the Baltic Sea Region are abolished
· All the Baltic Sea Region countries are institutionally integrated in order to gain obvious advantage from joint activities and respond to global challenges by jointly agreed policies
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