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International Council for the Exploration of the Sea 

• A global organization for enhanced ocean sustainability. 
 

• A network of 4000 scientists from 300 institutes 
 
• Established in 1902 to: 
-    Coordinate & promote marine science 
-    Collect & maintain marine data for shared use 
- Provide science-based advice on marine issues 
 
• Membership: all coastal states in the  
     north Atlantic 
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ICES and MSP 

Identifying synergies  
between… 
- Directed science 
- Ecosystem approach 
- Data and information 
- Practiced advice 



ICES and MSP 

A global organization  providing sound and applied science 
and contributing to the policy framework of sustainable 
management of the marine environment. 
 
Marine Spatial Planning  
- A key focus area for ICES going forward. 
 

Transparent provider of non-political scientific 
advice 

 
Hosts spatially-explicit  marine data  



ICES MSP Activities 

2009 ICES Science and Advisory Plans - MSP key area for research and activity 

2010 ICES Strategic Initiative on MSP (STIGMSP) 

 Lisbon MSP Workshop 

2011 Lisbon MSP Workshop  Joint HELCOM/VASAB, OSPAR and ICES 

 MSP Challenge (simulation game) 

 Working Group for Marine Planning and Coastal Zone Management (WGMPCZM)  

 Annual Science Conference Theme Session --Multidisciplinary perspectives in the use (and misuse) of science and 
scientific advice in MSP 

 ICES/COEXIST Workshop (best practices for MSP) 

2013  Marine and coastal ecosystem-based risk assessment  ICES CRR317 

 Managing fisheries in Baltic Marine Protected Areas (BALTFIMPA) Stakeholder Workshop 
_______________________________________________________________________ 

 ICES Spatial Facility  

 Working Group on Marine Benthal and Renewable Energy Developments (WGMBRED) 

 Joint HZG/LOICZ/ICES Workshop: Mapping Cultural Dimensions of Marine Ecosystem Services (WKCES) 

 Proposed fisheries measures for the Dogger Bank Special Area of Conservation (Dogger Bank )  

 Managing Fisheries in Baltic Marine Protected Areas 2013 FIMPAS  

 Environmentally Sound Fisheries Management in Marine Protected Areas EMPAS  

 Proposed fisheries measures for the Cleaver Bank Special Area of Conservation (Cleaver Bank) 

 Workshop on Fisheries Management in Marine Protected Areas (WKFMMPA) 

 Report of the Ad hoc Group for Western Irish Natura Sites (AGWINS) 

 Study Group on Spatial Data (SGSPATIAL) 

STAGES             VMS data call 

WGMPCZM     WKQAMSP 

WKRASM         WKCES  

WKMCMSP 

http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/SSGHIE/2011/2011 STIGMSP Executive Summary.pdf
http://sk-1.tbm.tudelft.nl/cpsvideos/MSPChallenge/MSPChallenge2011.pdf
http://sk-1.tbm.tudelft.nl/cpsvideos/MSPChallenge/MSPChallenge2011.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGMPCZM.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/CM Doccuments/CM-2012/2012 Abstracts/Abstracts Session I_ED2.pdf
http://www.coexistproject.eu/coexist-events1/coexist-workshops/ices-coexist
http://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Publication-of-ICES-CRR317-on-Marine-and-coastal-ecosystem-based-risk-management.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/news-and-events/news-archive/news/Pages/Managing-Fisheries-in-Baltic-Marine-Protected-Areas-(BALTFIMPA).aspx
http://geo.ices.dk/
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGMBRED.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKCES.aspx
https://groupnet.ices.dk/BaltFimpa2013/default.aspx?RootFolder=/BaltFimpa2013/Background documents/ICES Reports of Interest for BALTFIMPA&FolderCTID=&View={37125D64-DF49-4948-857A-5449A062368B}
https://groupnet.ices.dk/BaltFimpa2013/default.aspx?RootFolder=/BaltFimpa2013/Background documents/ICES Reports of Interest for BALTFIMPA&FolderCTID=&View={37125D64-DF49-4948-857A-5449A062368B}
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/acom/2012/FIMPAS-Doggerbank/5. Report on Fisheries Measures in Protected Areas[1].pdf
http://info.ices.dk/projects/empas.asp
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Advice/2012/Special Requests/NL_Cleaver_Bank.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/mhc/2007/wkfmmpa07.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/acom/2007/AGWINS/AGWINS07.pdf
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/SGSPATIAL.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WGMPCZM.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKRASM.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKRASM.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/community/groups/Pages/WKCES.aspx
http://www.ices.dk/sites/pub/Publication Reports/Expert Group Report/SSGHl


ICES Spatial Facility 

Spatial data infrastructure to support ICES area-
based science and marine spatial planning 
initiatives 

http://geo.ices.dk/ 

http://geo.ices.dk/
http://geo.ices.dk/


ICES Spatial Facility 

• Publically available spatially-explicit data supports informed decision-
making 

• Free and open access 
• Massive potential for spatial data in the ICES network  



Science and spatial data for successful MSP 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/pdfs/sanctuarywatch/sw_1209.pdf 

http://sanctuaries.noaa.gov/news/pdfs/sanctuarywatch/sw_1209.pdf


ICES – building capacity 

Building the foundation with a multi-layered approach 
 

Integrated ecosystem assessments  
Ecosystem overviews 

 Regional level for regional priorities 
 Dynamic 
 Iterative 
 

Moving beyond short-term, single-issue advice 
 

Facilitate the availability and use of spatial data 
 

 Build network’s capacity to fulfill ICES mission to: 
-  Coordinate & promote marine science 
-  Collect & maintain marine data for shared use 
-  Provide science-based advice on marine issues 

 



Thank you 



The Plaice Box 1995 

Beare et al., 2013 

No robust baseline 
No monitoring  
 
Unforeseen: 
• Changes to fleet behaviour 
• Environmental change 




