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Marine Directors clarified their 
expectations for further work within the 

respective regional cooperation 
processes” and specifically as regards ICES 

it was stated that “in particular, on 
fisheries aspects in relation to MSFD;

Marine Directors encouraged close 
collaboration between ICES and the 

GFCM.



Meeting of Regional Fishery Bodies 
Secretariats’ Network;

Meeting of the Committee of Fisheries 
within FAO, held at the premises of the 

General Fisheries Commission in the 
Mediterranean (GFCM)









Development of the Programmes of 
Measures

ICES will, through the STAGES project,
conduct a pilot study on the interaction 

between different PoMs to tackle 
eutrophication and fisheries in the Baltic.













March 2013, the Commission proposed 
legislation to create a common framework for 

maritime spatial planning and integrated 
coastal management. While each EU country 
will be free to plan its own maritime activities, 
local, regional and national planning in shared 

seas would be made more compatible through a 
set of minimum common requirements (for 

drawing up national MSPlans by 2021).



Policy context

Maritime Spatial Planning was identified as a tool to integrate 
human activities at sea

in the 2007 EU Blue Book "An Integrated Maritime Policy for the 
European Union"



MSP Directive: aims at establishing a 

common European framework for MSP and 

ICM with a view to ensuring that the growth 

of maritime and coastal activities and the 

use of resources at sea remain sustainable.



Impacts (2013)

• Reduced transaction costs for maritime businesses, through 
faster, streamlined decision-making and increased transparency;
• Increased certainty and predictability for private investments, 
including improved certainty to obtain financing for offshore 
investments;
• Improved attractiveness of coastal regions through preservation 
of natural and amenity values;
• Reduced coordination costs for public authorities, through 
enhanced efficiency and transparency;
• Innovation and Research: MSP and ICZM data needs can 
contribute to improved data collection, management analysis, as 
well as the knowledge base on interaction and complementarity 
between uses and marine environment.

ENV + social



Boosting blue growth sectors (jobs) in the 

context of increasing competition for space;

Reducing regulatory complexity – as current 

fragmented sea space management leads to 

overregulation. 





EU Directive – safeguarding subsidiarity 

principle (art. 5 TEU): solutions at local or 

national level; flexibility for implementation 

by MS.

Consistency with other regulations (MSFD, 

CFP…)















• The science and tools for 

management of networks of 

MPAs 

• The application of science for 

ecosystem-based management 

of aquaculture 
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