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• Well integrated and coherent macro-region with overcome divides 

• Well balanced setup of metropolitan centres, small and medium 
size cities and towns 

• Fast, reliable and environmentally efficient technologies of 
transport, information and communication 

• Integrated energy production and supply system with well 
diversified sources of energy 

• Integrated land and sea space planning and management 

• Maritime spatial planning principles alleviating potential sea use 
conflicts for the present and future generations 

Territorial cohesion 
perspective 

of the Baltic Sea Region 
in 2030

October 2009, Vilnius



MSP in Baltic Sea Region
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Joint Efforts in MSP

• Joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 
established in October 2010

• All countries around the Baltic 
Sea are represented 

• Well established rules and 
procedures on how to work

• Legitimized process of 
coordination 

• Guided by Ministerial level 
decisions 
– 2014 VASAB Ministerial Conference

– 2016 HELCOM Ministerial Meeting

© WWF Germany



Joint efforts in MSP



Baltic Sea MSP Principles

1. Sustainable Management 

2. Ecosystem Approach  

3. Long Term Perspective and Objectives

4. Precautionary Principle 

5. Participation and Transparency

6. High Quality Data and Information Basis

7. Transnational Coordination and Consultation

8. Coherent Terrestrial and Maritime Spatial Planning

9. Planning Adaptive to Characteristic and Spatial Conditions at different Areas

10.Continuous Planning

adopted in 2010



Draw up and apply maritime spatial plans throughout the Baltic 
Sea Region by 2020 which are coherent across borders and apply 
the ecosystem approach

Necessary steps:

• Ecosystem approach in MSP

• Trans-boundary consultations and cooperation in MSP

• Public participation

• Information and data for MSP

• Education for MSP

• National and macro-regional frameworks for MSP

• Evaluation and follow-up

MSP Roadmap
2013-2020



Implementation:

• Guideline for the implementation of ecosystem-based 
approach in MSP in the Baltic Sea area (adopted in 2015)

• Guidelines on transboundary consultations, public 
participation and co-operation (adopted in 2016)

• Baltic Sea Region MSP Data Expert Sub-Group (launched in
2015)

• Assesment of the Implementation (2018/2019)

MSP Roadmap
2013-2020



MSP Projects

BaltSeaPlan: Jan 2009 – Jan 2012

Plan Bothnia: Dec 2010 – Jun 2012

PartiSEApate: Sep 2012 – Sept 2014

Baltic Scope: Mar 2015-Mar 2017 





• VASAB teamed up with the 
Baltic University Programme to 
develop capacity building 
activities for MSP 
professionals

• A fast track course on MSP for 
professionals was organized in 
September-October 2013, 
aiming to convey basic 
information on MSP and the 
’state of the art’ to the MSP 
planners

Education in MSP









MSP Data Expert Sub-group

• support of data, information and evidence exchange for MSP;

• cross-border / trans-boundary planning issues;

• ensures comparability of maritime spatial plans in the BSR;

• facilitates the work of the joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG

• brings together MSP planners and Data experts

Main outcomes:
• MSP input data availability and gaps

• Minimum requirements for transboundary MSP output data

• Baltic MSP web-map

Facilitated by BSR Programme projects
«HASPS» and «HASPS 2»

http://www.google.lv/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCJTK2sXz0scCFUKJLAodoJkGuQ&url=http://www.helcom.fi/helcom-at-work/groups/helcom-vasab-maritime-spatial-planning-working-group&ei=OxDkVdTAOcKSsgGgs5rICw&psig=AFQjCNESwSlFoNWJLW3TZaGTV3jRrcAJYg&ust=1441096122309546


FLAGSHIP PROJECTS:

✓ Baltic LINes – Coherent Linear Infrastructures in Baltic 
Maritime Spatial Plans

OTHER RELEVANT PROJECTS:

✓ Pan Baltic Scope

✓ BONUS BASMATI – Baltic Sea Maritime Spatial Planning 
for Sustainable Ecosystem Services

✓ Plan4Blue – Maritime Spatial Planning for Sustainable 
Blue Economies 

✓ SEAPLANSPACE - Marine spatial planning instruments 
for sustainable marine governance



International
MSP consultations

• Poland:
– 18-19 October 2016, Gdansk

– 6-7 November 2017, Warsaw

• Sweden
– 9-10 May 2017, Stockholm

– 19 June 2018, Malmo

• Finland
– 7-8 May 2018, Helsinki



Thank you for your attention!
www.vasab.org

E-mail: info@vasab.org Twitter: vasab_org Facebook: VASAB


