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Statistics 

Land area main land: 323 771 km2 
• Forests: 20 % 
• Wilderness: 75 % 
• Arable land: 3 % 
• Built up areas: 2 % 
• Coast (base line): 2 532 km 
• Land borders: 2 562 km 

Population: 5 189 435 

428 municipalities 
 

Norway signed the European 
Landscape Convention in oct. 2000, 
and ratified it one year later.  

The Department of Regional Planning 
at the Ministry of Local Government 
and Modernisation is responsible  

 

Some general facts and figures 
about Norway and ELC 
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The landscape is in a state of change 
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Norwegian Ministry of  
Local Government and Modernisation 

Legislation and landscape 
 
 
The Planning and Building Act of 2008 
The Nature Diversity Act of 2009 
The Cultural Heritage Act of 1978 

       Foto: Elisabet Haveraaen, KLD 
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In the 100-meter belt along the seashore and river systems, special 
consideration shall be given to the natural and cultural environment,                               

Since 1965, prohibition on projects and  
construction works along the seashore 

outdoor recreation, 
landscape and other 
elements of public 
interest. 
 
National Policy 
Guidelines for a 
Differentiated 
Management of the 
Shoreline along the 
Sea came into force 
March 25, 2011 
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The publicly 

accessible  

shore zone  

is shrinking  



Norwegian Ministry of  
Local Government and Modernisation 

Tips bunntekst: 

For å få sidenummer, 

dato og redigere tittel på 

presentasjon: 

Klikk  på 

”Sett Inn” -> Topp og 

bunntekst -> Huk av for 

ønsket tekst. 

Engelsk mal: Tekst med kulepunkt 

Tips engelsk 

stavekontroll: 

Klikk fane ”se gjennom”, 

klikk i tekstfeltet og huk 

av for engelsk under 

”språk” 

  Local and regional authorities are main players 

Protected areas in the main land  

55 296 km² i.e. 17% 

Subject to municipal responsibility  

268 475 km² i.e. 83 % 



A hierarchy of 
decision-making  
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Overriding policies and guidelines for 

municipal master plans 



  Objections – who can 
• State sector authorities 

• The Sami Parliament 

• Regional level;  Municipalities 

• Essential interests affected! 

Objections – effects 
• The plan can’t be approved 

• The developer can’t build 

• County commissioner mediation 

• Evt. decision by the Ministry 

    



Norwegian Ministry of  
Local Government and Modernisation 
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  The policy instruments 

       Foto: Kristin Nordli, KMD 

•     National guidelines in white papers, etc. 

•   Legislation 

•   Methodological development 

•   Individual decision related to objections and complaints 
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The Planning and Building Act (2008) 
New elements 

• National expectations 
regarding regional and 
municipal planning 

• Regional and municipal 
planning strategy 

• Regional planning 
decisions 

• The landscape is made clear in § 3.1, functions and considerations 

• Zones requiring special consideration  

• Increased emphasis on area zoning plan for integrated overall solutions 

• Better connections between planning decisions and building applications 
and permissions 



Norway 
428 municipalities 

– smallest  

   209 inhabitants 

– largest  

   635.000 inhabitants 

19 county authorities 
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Scope of the Planning  

and Building Act 

The Act of 2008 applies to the entire country, 
including river systems. 
 

In marine areas, the Act applies to a zone 
extending one nautical mile beyond the 
baselines of the territorial sea. 
 

The Act does not apply to marine pipelines 
for the transport of petroleum. 
 

Only chapters 2 and 14 apply to installations 
for the transmission or conversion of electric 
power as mentioned in the Energy Act. 



New land-use 
objectives for use 
and conservation 
of the sea and 
river systems 
with associated 
shore zones  
 
Left:    municipal master plan  
Right:  zoning plan  
 
The groups from the municipal 
master plan can be subdivided 
in the zoning plan 
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New possibilities 
 
−    Regional plans for    
      important issues in  
      the coastal zone 
 

−    Strategy for guidance 
 

−    Separate Land-use    
      objectives for  
      Regional plan 
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Natural and  
Cultural Heritage  
in coastal areas 
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Photo Roar W Vangsnes 
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Information, Guidelines and 
Pilot projects   



Regional parks and landscape parks 

−  Nature and Culture Park 
−  World Heritage Park 
−  Canal Regional Park 
−  Local Parks 
−  Coastal Regional Park? 

Telemark Canal Regional Park 

http://distriktssenteret.no/wp-content/uploads/2014/05/140527-Norske-regionalparkerRapport-fra-KDU.pdf


NiN 2.0 
Scale - 

five nature type levels: 

• region 

• landscapes and seascapes 

• landscape element 

• ecological system 

• microhabitat 

Landscape and seascapes - 

three major types: 

• Inland landscape 

• Coastal landscape 

• Marine Landscape 
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Thank you for your attention 

lkm@kmd.dep.no 


