


National Ocean Strategy 2006 Three Main Pillars - the knowledge; the

active promotion and protection of national interests and the planning and spatial
management

Interministerial Commission for Maritime Affairs (CIAM)

2006

2008

2010

Portuguese Maritime Spatial Plan - decision of the plan (Order n.º 

32277/2008)  

Portuguese Maritime Spatial Plan - completed the first exercise

2007 Blue Book- Integrated Maritime Policy - IMP

FIRST PERIOD



Developed according the Land Planning System

• Identify the present and future uses and
activities integrated with the ICZM

• Mapping Activities and determining the
maritime space settled for each activity.

• Ensure the sustainable use, conservation
and regeneration of the maritime
resources

• Promote the economical, social and
environmental importance of the sea

• Establish a set of indicators to evaluate the
sustainable performance of the activities

and their monitoring.

MARITIME SPATIAL PLAN 2008 – 2010 - PROPOSAL

Coordination and
Technical Support

Interministerial Commission for 
Maritime Affairs (CIAM)

SEA

Integration of all the Sectors from the 
beginning of the Process



SEA
Document Content

Report of the Critical 
Factors for Decision

Informal inputs to the SEA 
planning process

Report of preliminary 
assessment of strategic 

options

Informal inputs to the SEA 
planning process

Environmental Report

MSP
Document Content

Guidelines
Characterization studies
Diagnosis
Summary of Workshops
Characterization  

Vision,  Mission, Guidelines, Strategic 
Alternatives and Options

Preliminary proposal  of spatial  plan

Spatial representation (Proposal)
Proposed Guidelines for the 
Management (or the Implementing 
Rules)
Proposal  of Action Program 
Proposal of Monitoring Program

Maritime Spatial Plan

Thematic Workshops – Stakeholders
Participation

Maritime Transport and National Defence –

Navigation , ports and transpots

Safety and Security

Fishing, tourism and other uses of the
Coastal Zones

Fishing and aquaculture

Nautical Tourisms

Other Uses and Activities + Coastal
Zone

Environment and Energy Research

Nature Conservation and biodiversity

Energy

Mineral Resoirces

Fisheries and other Marine Resources

+
9 Meetings with the multidisciplinar team

Public Discussion

MARITIME SPATIAL PLAN (proposal) 
ENVIRONMENTAL STATEMENT

MARITIME SPATIAL PLAN 2008 – 2010 - PROPOSAL



Maritime Resources

Maritime Transports & Ports

Tourism and Sports

Coastal Zones

Nature Conservation

Energy

Maritime Safety & Security

Fisheries

Archeology

MARITIME SPATIAL PLAN –
EXISTING SITUATION 



Conservation and biodiversity Area

Defense and sovereignty Area

Nautical Archaeology Area

Protection spaces

General use spaces

Reserved area

Differents uses Area

Reserve on going Area

Economic Exclusive Zone (Açores and Madeira

Outer limits of the extended continental shelf

MARITIME SPATIAL PLAN 2008 – 2010 - PROPOSAL
http://www.dgpm.mam.gov.pt/Documents/POEM 



BLUE GROWTH

Knowledge and monitoring of the marine environment

Integrated Maritime Surveillance

Maritime Spatial Panning

INTEGRATED MARITINE POLICY

BLUE GROWTH – 5 STRTEGIC DOMAINS:                  

BLUE ENERGY, AQUACULTURE, TOURISM, MINERAL RESOURCES, E A 

BLUE BIOTECHNOLOGY



2012 Portuguese Maritime Spatial Plan - Order n.º 14449/2012 publish the 

work of the multidisciplinary team

2014 National Ocean Strategy 2013 – 2020 – Minister Council Resolution

n.º 12/2012, in the sequence of its public discussion and approval at the X meeting of
the Interministerial Commission for Maritime Affairs (CIAM) held on 16 November
2013

Basis Law of Planning and Management of Maritime 
Space – Law n.º 17/2014, 14 Abril

TPEA – Transboundary Planning in the European Atlantic

MSP Directive

SECOND PERIOD



The Mar-Portugal is a national goal, the 

potential of which will be realized by the 

economic, social and environmental value of 

the ocean and the coastal areas, for the 

benefit of all Portuguese

NATIONAL OCEAN STRATEGY 2013-2020



ACTION PLAN Mar-Portugal

Support Axis - GOVERNANCE
ADMNISTRATION

THOUGHT AND STRATEGIC ACTION 
EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
IDENTITY AND CULTURE 

PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARD

3 x Action Axis
(RESEARCH, EXPLOITATION, CONSERVATION)

12 x Programatic Areas:
OCEAN

ATMOSPHERE 
INTEGRATED SYSTEM

FISHERIES AND FISHING INDUSTRIES
AQUACULTURE

MARINE BIOTECHNOLOGY 
MARINE MINERAL RESOURCES

ENERGETIC RESOURCES
PORTS, TRANSPORT AND LOGISTICS

RECREATION, SPORTS AND TOURISM
NAVAL CONSTRUCTION, MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

MARITIME WORKS

NATIONAL OCEAN STRATEGY 2013-2020



Plano Mar-Portugal

Maritime Spatial Planning (Plan)
(National; Transboundary; Plataforma Eletrónica de 
Suporte)
Simplification of the procedural and administrative 
components of licensing, adopting the single 
interlocutor principle, for all stages of the licensing 
procedure 
Data and Information
(Developing a National Sea Data Policy)

Support Axis - GOVERNANCE
ADMNISTRATION

THOUGHT AND STRATEGIC ACTION 
EDUCATION, SCIENCE AND 

TECHNOLOGY 
IDENTITY AND CULTURE 

PROTECTION AND SAFEGUARD

NATIONAL OCEAN STRATEGY 2013-2020



Basis Law of the Planning and Management of
National Maritime Space
Law 17/2014, 10 abrilabril

NATIONAL OCEAN STRATEGY 2013-2020



Basic Law for Spatial Planning and Management of National Maritime Space promote a new vision
and a new pratice, creating a fluid, streamlined and effective governance structure

A sustainable model and valorization of maritime space – integration of three different vectors: the
use of space and the economics activities, the environmental issues and the safety - a common
integrated system environment

NATIONAL OCEAN STRATEGY 2013-2020



“… from base line to the external limit of the continental shelf behind 200 miles and according to 

UNCLOS definitions”

Economic social and environmental
valorization of Oceans and Coastal Zone

Basic Law  - Planning and Management of National Maritime Space 



• Coordination and compatibility of national maritime space planning and 
management with the economic and social development policies;

• Coordination and compatibility of national MSP with sectorial policies which 
have an impact on it, ensuring the proper balance of public and private 
interests;

• Consistency between the national maritime spatial planning and the terrestrial 
spatial planning, including the coastal zone;

Ecossistem Approach

Adaptive Management

Integrated Management, multidisciplinary and cross sectorial

Valuation of Economic Activities

Cooperation and coordination at different levels (national, regional and 
transboundary)

PRINCIPLES: 

Basic Law  - Planning and Management of National Maritime Space 



Basic Law  - Planning and Management of National Maritime Space 

National Ocean Strategy

SITUATION PLANS from areas or volumes 

ALLOCATION PLANS from areas or volumes 

INSTRUMENTS: 



Existing Potential

Fonte: ordenamento do espaço marítimo, Despacho n.º 14449/2012  

SITUATION PLANS (promoting by public institutions)

identification of marine environment protection and 
preservation sites and the spatial and temporal distribution of 

current and potential uses and activities

Binding for public and indirectly for private

Information and Participation rights

• Participation of all the public entities, autonomous regions governing bodies, 
municipalities;, Associatins (professional, research, etc.)

• All stakeholders have a right to be informed and to participate in procedures 

• Public Discussion



ALLOCATION PLANS (Public or private initiative)

•For  different uses and activities of national maritime space areas or 
volumes (compatible or made compatible with the situation plans)

•Evaluation of the effect of plans on the environment, in accordance with 
what is legally approved

Existing Potential

Maritime Spatial Planning Order n.º 14449/2012  

Use or activity
(proposals)



1. Greater 
economic 
advantage

2. Maximum 
coexistence of 

uses or 
activities.

Good
Environmental
Status Marine 

waters and
Coastal Zones

Possible
Realocation of

Uses and
Activities

Conflict between uses or activities- ALLOCATION PLANS 



The MSP Benefits 

• Reducing Conflicts – between sectors  
and promoting synergies between 
activities;

• Promoting the Investment  – more 
predictability and transparence and 
clear rules

• More Coordination – between public 
entities due to an integrated approach

• Promoting the transboudary
cooperation – between states  (i.e. off-
shore structures, linear infrastructures,  
etc.)

• Protecting the Environment –
promoting the multi use and uses and 
activities monitoring as part of the 
national monitoring program (good 
environmental state)

Economic
Approach

Sociocultural 
Approach

Environmental
Approach



• oceanographic characteristics, physico-chemical, biological, sea 
floor, currents, tides, depths

• compatibility with other uses and activities (fishing, tourism, 
shipping, etc.).

• natural resources, environmental impacts
• Onshore/land support areas

TAVIRA

SOME EXEMPLES – AQUACULTURE – Public initiative

Distance
~ 8 km (4.319mn) 

Bathymetry
20 – 50 m

Coastal-Sea
integration



Monitoring/

Environmental

Human
ActivitiesSecurity

 Regulation of the Basis Law
 Developed, implementing and

evaluation of MSP instruments

+
 Integrated Approach
 crossborder cooperation
 Common Information System

Environment (CISE)

+
 European Founds (i.e. EMFF)

NEXT STEPS: 




