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Background 
The aim of the coastal and marine Baltic Sea protected areas (HELCOM MPAs, former BSPAs) is to protect 
valuable marine and coastal habitats in the Baltic Sea. This is done by designating sites with particular 
nature values as protected areas, and by managing human activities within those areas. Each site has its 
unique management plan. The first 62 HELCOM MPAs were established in 1994, and today there are 174 
HELCOM MPAs.  
  
The information on HELCOM MPAs is stored and made openly available online with the HELCOM MPA 
database (former BSPA database) web application. HELCOM MPA database has been modernized and 
updated during 2015 and is now open for the general public via the HELCOM website and directly at 
http://mpas.helcom.fi. In the web application users can view and search spatial and descriptive information 
about all HELCOM MPAs as reported by Contracting Parties in HELCOM. 
 
The latest reporting round, completed in September 2015, provided much additional information related to 
each MPA which serves as background for the regional analysis of ecological coherence of MPAs. This 
additional information includes updated information on management plans, species, biotopes, biotope 
complexes, pressures and activities within each MPA and is openly available online. The report on analysis 
of ecological coherence of MPAs is currently being finalized and will be submitted for adoption in HELCOM 
37-2016 meeting held in 10-11 March.  
 
 

Action requested 
The meeting is requested to take note of the newly modernized and updated database of Marine Protected 
Areas (MPAs) and on the ongoing update of the regional analysis of ecological coherence of MPAs.  
 
The delegates may wish to provide feedback on possible development suggestions related to HELCOM MPA 
database web application, by informing  HELCOM Secretariat (UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi), by 11 March 2016. 
  

http://helcom.fi/action-areas/marine-protected-areas/database/
http://mpas.helcom.fi/
mailto:UllaLi.Zweifel@helcom.fi
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HELCOM database for the coastal and marine Baltic Sea protected areas 
(HELCOM MPAs). 
 

Update of HELCOM database on marine protected areas (HELCOM MPAs) 
The HELCOM Baltic Sea Protected Areas (BSPA) database was established in 2007 and made available as a 
web application. The web application contained basic information on protected areas and was considered 
as useful information tool regarding MPAs in the Baltic Sea. However, certain limitations in the data model 
flexibility in terms of further development and lack of spatial component in the web application was 
considered as disadvantages which initiated a project to update and modernize the information content 
and also the database and web application during the year 2015, co-funded by Sweden.   

 

For the 2015 update, the former BSPA database model was completely redesigned to take into account 
recent policy developments which set requirements regarding data compatibility. For example, the lists of 
pressures and activities were updated to be as much as possible in line with the MSFD Annex III listings. In 
the planning phase the predefined code lists were designed to take into account existing ones developed 
for Natura2000 and OSPAR database on marine protected areas to harmonize MPA databases of the 
neighbouring marine regions to fullest possible extent. Large emphasis was also given to user friendliness 
of reporting and accessing the data using the web application tool.  

 

The updated version of the HELCOM MPAs database web application was publicly released in 30 October 
2015. Currently the HELCOM Secretariat is collecting feedback on the web application from HELCOM 
Contracting parties by 11 March 2016 to be taken on board for the designated second updated of the 
database, to be completed in April 2016.  

 

General description of MPA database web application 
The HELCOM MPA database (former BSPA database) can be accessed at http://mpas.helcom.fi, which 
contains interactive web application that is connected to the database. In the web application users can 
view and search spatial and descriptive information on all HELCOM MPAs as reported by HELCOM 
Contracting Parties. 
 

The front page contains 8 different tabs, where different information on MPAs can be viewed (Figure 1).  

1. Home: Landing page containing description of the database 
2. Sites: List of all HELCOM MPAs containing links to more detailed site-specific info sheets and map.  
3. Species: List of relevant species (HELCOM Red listed species (2013), HELCOM (2006) and OSPAR 

(2008) list of threatened/declining species, HELCOM Checklist for Macro-species (2012), HD Annex 
II, IV, V and BD Annex I species) which are reported to database, containing links to HELCOM 
Species information sheets, WoRMS (World Register of Marine Species) taxonomy description and 
list of sites where species have been reported.  

4. Biotopes: List of relevant biotopes which are reported to database, containing links HELCOM 
Biotope information sheets and list of sites where biotopes have been reported. 

5. Biotope complexes: List of relevant biotope complexes which are reported to database, containing 
links HELCOM Biotope complex information sheets and list of sites where biotope complexes have 
been reported. 

http://mpas.helcom.fi/
http://mpas.helcom.fi/
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6. Pressures: List of relevant pressures (based on MSFD Annex III revision document (May 2015)) 
including number and list of sites where each pressure has been reported.  

7. Activities: List of relevant activities and list of sites where each activity is regulated.  
8. Map: Interactive map viewer of all HELCOM MPAs and Natura2000 areas 

 

 

Figure 1. Home page of HELCOM MPAs database web application.  

 

Sites section 
Sites section contains list of all 174 HELCOM MPAs, which can be sorted and filtered by country, MPA 
status, MPA size etc. On the upper bar user can select predefined filter queries, e.g. by showing all MPAs by 
national protections status. (Figure 2). All tabular information can be downloaded as csv file (Actions -> 
Download).   
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Figure 2. Sites list. 

 

HELCOM MPA database contains much detailed information under each MPA. By clicking a name of a 
specific MPA name in the Sites list, a site specific information page is opened. Site specific information is 
grouped in to seven expandable sections: 
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• General information: Basic information, selection criteria, national protections status  

 
Figure 3. General information of an MPA site.  

  



HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 12-2016, 5-2 
 

 

Page 6 of 10 
 

 
 

• Map viewer: Interactive map viewer zoomed in to the selected MPA 

 
Figure 4. Map viewer window zoomed in to selected MPA site (highlighted in red). Other HELCOM 
map layers can be overlaid on top by activating those from the Table of Contents (on right).  
 

• Species: Species reported on site, including information on monitoring, status and designation 

 
Figure 5. Species reported on selected MPA site.  
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• Biotopes: Biotopes reported on site, including information on monitoring, status and designation 

 
Figure 6. Biotopes reported on selected MPA site.  
 
 

• Management and regulated activities: Management plan(s) of the MPA, including list of regulated 
activities, regulation types and whether regulation is effectively enforced 

 

 
Figure 7. Management plan information (upper screenshot) and information on regulated activities 
within the selected Management plan.  
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• Pressures: Pressures reported to the MPA, including information on location, intensity temporal 
extent.  

 
Figure 8. Pressure information reported to the MPA. 

 
Other sections 
Other sections contains full lists and information on species, biotopes, biotope complexes, pressures and 
activities and in which MPAs these have been reported. Map section contains dynamic map viewer of all 
HELCOM MPA areas, Natura 2000 areas and also access to all HELCOM data which can be overlaid on top of 
the MPA areas.  

 

 

Figure 9. Full list of activities in the database and a link to list of sites where each activity is regulated 
according to the management plan.  
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Figure 10. List of HELCOM MPAs where the selected activity (“Renewable energy creation (wind)”) is 
regulated.  

 

Analysis of ecological coherence of MPAs 

 
The purpose of assessing ecological coherence of marine protected areas (MPAs) is to follow up on the 
development of the MPA network in the Baltic Sea, to identify where further development of the network 
is needed, and to follow commitments made in HELCOM with regard to MPAs. The overarching target is to 
achieve a coherent and effectively managed network of MPAs in the Baltic Sea, including not only the 
network of HELCOM MPAs but also other protection programmes such as Natura 2000 sites.  

Additional specific targets include, as agreed through Recommendation 35-1 on the system of coastal and 
marine Baltic Sea protected areas (HELCOM MPAs1), e.g. to; 

• protect at least 10% of the marine area of each Baltic Sea subbasin, when scientifically justified, 
• designate new sites as HELCOM MPAs where ecologically meaningful, especially in offshore areas 

beyond territorial waters, 
• ensure that HELCOM MPAs provide specific protection to those species, habitats, biotopes and 

biotope complexes included in the HELCOM Red Lists, 
• develop and apply by 2015 management plans or measures for all existing HELCOM MPAs, and 

establish management plan or measures for every new MPA within five years after its designation, 
• assess the effectiveness of the management plans or measures of HELCOM MPAs by conducting 

monitoring, and where feasible scientific research programmes, which are directly connected to 
the conservation interests of HELCOM MPAs, including the placement of monitoring stations inside 
the MPAs, 

• modernize the HELCOM MPAs database, taking into account and harmonizing with other similar 
databases. 

 

The report will include an assessment of the ecological coherence of the HELCOM MPA network as well as a 
follow-up of the commitments of HELCOM Recommendation 35-1. The basis of the assessment are data, 
information and shapefiles reported to the updated HELCOM MPA database. The assessment methodology 
is based on the previous HELCOM assessment of ecological coherence (HELCOM 2010) and discussions 
within the HELCOM MPA Task Group and State and Conservation Working Group. The report on analysis of 
ecological coherence of MPAs is currently being finalized and will be submitted for adoption in HELCOM 37-
2016 meeting held in 10-11 March. 
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