HELSINKI COMMISION HELCOM -VASAB MSP WG 1/2010

Joint HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group
First Meeting
Helsinki, Finland, 21-22 October 2010

TABLE OF CONTENTS

MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF JOINT HELCOM-VASAB
MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING WORKING GROUP

(HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG) ..ot 2
1o o [8 Tox 1 o] o PP PPPPPPPPPPPP 2
Agenda ltem 1 Adoption of the AgEeNda............coovviiiiiiiiiiiiiii 2
Agenda ltem 2 Mandate, tasks and WOrk programime ...........cccoeeuvriiiinieeeeeeeeiiiiiaeeeeeeeeennnns 2
Agenda ltem 3 JOINt MSP PriNCIPIES ......cooeeiiiiie et 3
Agenda ltem 4 Any Other DUSINESS..........ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiii e 3
Agenda ltem 5 Outcome of the MEetiNg .........ccovvviiiiiiiiiiiiiee 4
Annex 1 LiSt Of PartiCIPaNTS.........uuuueiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiii bbb eneeeennnenene 5
Annex 2 Mandate for the joint, co-chaired Working Group on Maritime Spatial

Planning between HELCOM and VASAB .......c..ocoiiiiiiiiiiiee e 7
Annex 3 Draft Baltic Sea Broad-scale Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP)

PHINCIPIES ... 10

Page 1 of 12



MINUTES OF HELCOM -VASAB MSP WG 1/2010

MINUTES OF THE FIRST MEETING OF
JOINT HELCOM-VASAB MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING WORKING GROUP
(HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG)

INTRODUCTION

0.1 The First Meeting of the Joint HELCOM-VASAB Working Group on Maritime
Spatial Planning (HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG) was held at the premises of the HELCOM
Secretariat (Katajanokanlaituri 6 B) in Helsinki, Finland, on 21-22 October 2010.

0.2 The Meeting was attended by the experts nominated by HELCOM and VASAB
from all the Contracting Parties/Member Countries, except from Lithuanian and the Russian
Federation, as well as by WWF as an Observer. The List of Participants is contained in
Annex 1.

0.3 The Meeting was welcomed by Ms. Anne Christine Brusendorff, HELCOM
Executive Secretary.

0.4 Ms. Anita Makinen, Finland, and Mr. Andrzej Cieslak, Poland, presented
themselves and co-chaired the Meeting. Executive Secretary Ms. Anne Christine Brusendorff
and Project Manager Mr. Hermanni Backer acted as Secretaries of the Meeting.

Agenda ltem 1 Adoption of the Agenda

Documents: 1/1

1.1 The Meeting adopted the agenda which was jointly elaborated by the HELCOM
and VASAB Secretariats, as contained in document 1/1.

Agenda Item 2 Mandate, tasks and work programme

Documents: 2/1, 2/2, 2/3, 2/4, 2/5, 2/5/Rev, 2/6, 2/6/Rev, 2/6/Rev2

2.1 The Meeting took note of the relevant extracts from the 2009 VASAB Vilnius
Ministerial Conference outcome and the 2010 HELCOM Moscow Ministerial Declaration as
contained in document 2/1 and agreed to take these into account when considering the
various Agenda ltems.

2.2 The Meeting took note of the Draft Report of the first VASAB MSP WG Meeting
held in Riga, Latvia, on 16-17 March 2010 as contained in document 2/2.

2.3 The Meeting took note of the initial mandate (Annex 1) and the Draft Work Plan
2010 (Annex 2) for the VASAB Working Group on Maritime Spatial Planning (VASAB MSP
WG), as well as the comparison (Annex 3) between the initial mandate of the VASAB MSP
WG and the draft proposed mandate TOR of the joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG as
contained in document 2/3.

2.4 The Meeting took note of the comments by VASAB (Annex 1) and HELCOM
(Annex 2) on the progress in implementing the actions in the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea
Region, related to Land-based Spatial Planning and Maritime Spatial Planning as contained
in document 2/4.

2.5 The Meeting took note of the proposed mandate for the joint, co-chaired Working
Group on Maritime Spatial Planning between HELCOM and VASAB as contained in
document 2/5. The Meeting finalized the text and agreed on the mandate as contained in
document 2/5/Rev and attached as Annex 2 to these Minutes. The Meeting decided to
submit the mandate for adoption by HELCOM and VASAB.

2.6 The Meeting agreed on the usefulness of keeping each other informed on the
participation in MSP related events, and especially in case of presentations on work carried
out in the Joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP Working Group.
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2.7 The Meeting took note of the proposed Work Plan for the joint, co-chaired
Working Group on Maritime Spatial Planning between HELCOM and VASAB as contained in
document 2/6. The Meeting discussed the Work Plan and agreed to finalize the Work Plan
via intersessional e-mail consultations, using document 2/6/Rev2 as a basis, with the aim to
agree on the Work Plan at the second meeting of the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG.

2.8 The Meeting decided to focus during the second meeting of the HELCOM-
VASAB MSP WG on the international legislative basis for Maritime Spatial Planning and the
application of the ecosystem approach, as given in document 2/6/Rev2. In addition, the
Meeting agreed to invite the BaltSeaPlan to make a presentation on the Spatial Vision for the
Baltic Sea Region, developed within the Project.

2.9 As promised, the Co-Chair Anita M&kinen contacted the BONUS Secretariat and
found out that a strategic workshop, dealing with the future research areas within the BONUS
programme, has been scheduled for the beginning of February 2011. The joint input of
HELCOM and VASAB, a first draft of which is to be developed by the HELCOM and VASAB
Secretariats by 15 November for circulation to the MSP Working Group’s Members (cf. the
draft Work Plan, document 2/6/Rev2), should therefore be submitted to the BONUS
Secretariat preferably by mid December 2010 and in any case no later than by the end of
December 2010.

Agenda ltem 3 Joint MSP Principles

Documents: 3/1, 3/1/Rev, 3/1/Rev2

3.1 The Meeting took note of the Draft Baltic Sea Broad-scale Maritime Spatial
Planning (MSP) Principles as contained in Annex 1 of document 3/1.
3.2 The Meeting recalled that the HELCOM 2010 Moscow Ministerial Declaration

asked “the joint HELCOM-VASAB Working Group to finalise, for adoption by HELCOM and
VASAB in 2010, a set of joint HELCOM-VASAB broad-scale transboundary Maritime Spatial
Planning principles based on the document on Maritime Spatial Planning”.

3.3 The Meeting considered the proposed changes and endorsed the common
principles as contained in document 3/1/Rev2 and attached as Annex 3 to these Minutes.
The Meeting decided to submit the MSP Principles for adoption by HELCOM and VASAB.

Agenda Iltem 4 Any other business

Documents: None

4.1 The Meeting took note of the progress and mid-term results of the Baltic Sea
Region Programme funded BaltSeaPlan Project (2009-2012) which is developing
propositions of sea space and spatial management related recommendations for national
maritime strategies of project partners’ countries, preparing a spatial vision 2030 for the
Baltic Sea and drawing up pilot maritime spatial plans and identifying elements and
processes for possible inclusion to national regulations dealing with integrated sea
management.

4.2 The Meeting took note of the information about PLAN BOTHNIA, a
transboundary MSP “Preparatory action” in the Baltic Sea focused on the Bothnian Sea
between Sweden and Finland, funded by the European Commission (DG MARE) and
anticipated to run Autumn 2010- Spring 2012.

4.3 The Meeting is looking forward to close cooperation with both Projects.

4.4 The Meeting took note of the information by the European Union on plans for a
proposal for action on Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP), including a common approach to
MSP in order to facilitate cross-border cooperation. In order to determine the way forward,
the Commission will launch an impact assessment, to explore a range of options such as
non-binding and legislative options.
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4.5 The Meeting took note of the upcoming meetings on MSP, inter alia to be
arranged by ICES on 1-4 November 2010 in Portugal and the Nordic Council of Ministers.

4.6 The Meeting decided to arrange its next meeting in Riga, Latvia on 20-21
January 2011, starting at 14:00 and terminating at 16:00.

Agenda Iltem 5 Outcome of the Meeting

Documents: 5/1, 5/1/Rev

5.1 The Meeting adopted the draft Outcome of the First Meeting of the Joint
HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning Working Group (HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG)
containing the main decisions of the Meeting (document 5/1/Rev).

5.2 The final Outcome of the Meeting will be finalized by the Secretariats of HELCOM
and VASAB in consultation with the Chairs of the Meeting and made available in the
HELCOM Meeting Portal as well as on the VASAB web-site, together with meeting
documents and the presentations given during the Meeting.
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ANNEX 1

ANNEX 1

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

CO-CHAIRS

. Andrzej Cieslak

Maritime Office in Gdynia
Ul. Chrzanowskiego 10
PL-81 338 Gdynia

Dir.Phone: +48 601997965
Fax: +48 586616697
Email: cieslak@umgdy.gov.pl

Ms

. Anita Makinen

Finnish Transport Safety Agency TraFi
Marine Environment Protection Unit

P. O. Box 320

FI-00101 Helsinki

Dir.Phone: +358 401624592
Fax:
Email: anita.makinen@trafi.fi

DENMARK

. Helle Fischer

Ministry of the Environment

Agency for Spatial and Environmental
Planning

Haraldgade 53
DK-2100 Copenhagen

Dir.Phone: +45 72544793
Fax: +45 39279899
Email: hfi@blst.dk

ESTONIA

Ms. Maila Kuusik Ministry of Interior Dir.Phone: +372 6125178
Spatial Planning Department Fax: +372 6125183
Pikk 61 Email:
EE-15065 Tallinn maila.kuusik@siseministeerium.ee
EUROPEAN UNION
Mr. Jan Ekebom European Commission Dir.Phone: +32 22969449
DG MARE, Unit E1 - Maritime Policy Fax:
Office: J-079, 02/37 Email: jan-olavi.ekebom@ec.europa.eu
Rue Joseph 11 79
B-1049 Brussels
FINLAND
Ms. Penina Blankett Ministry of the Environment Dir.Phone: +358 504638196

P.O. Box 35
FI-00023 Government

Fax:
Email: penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi

Ms. Tiina Tihiman Ministry of the Environment Dir.Phone: +358 503041548
Department of the Built Environment Fax: +358 916039365
Kasarmikatu 25 Email: tiina.tihiman@ymparisto.fi
P.O. Box 35
F1-00023 Government
GERMANY
Mr. Wilfried Gormar Federal Office for Building and Regional | Dir.Phone: +49 2284012328

Planning

Federal Institute for research on
Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial
Development

Deichmanns Aue 31-37

D-53179 Bonn

Fax: +49 2284012260
Email: wilfried.goermar@bbr.bund.de

Ms

. Heike Holzfuss

Federal Ministry for the Environment,
Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety

Division N Il 1, Marine and Coastal
Nature Conservation

Robert-Schuman-Platz 3
D-53175 Bonn

Dir.Phone: +49 228993052674
Fax: +49 2283052695
Email: heike.holzfuss@bmu.bund.de
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Mr. Wulf Huelsmann

Federal Environment Agency
P.O. Box 1406
D-06813 Dessau

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032112
Fax: +49 34021042112
Email; wulf.huelsmann@uba.de

Ms. Angela Schultz-Zehden

S. Pro-Sustainable Projects GmbH
Bundesallee 130
D-12161 Berlin

Dir.Phone: +49 30832141740
Fax: +49 30832141750
Email: asz@sustainable-projects.eu

LATVIA

Ms. Alda Nikodemusa

Ministry of Regional Development and
Local Government

Spatial Planning Department
Lacplesa street 27
LV-1011 RIGA

Dir.Phone: +371 67770423
Fax: +371 67770479
Email: alda.nikodemusa@raplm.gov.lv

NORWAY

Mr. Odd Godal

Ministry of Local Government and
Regional Development

Akersgata 59
0032 Oslo

Dir.Phone: +47 22247021
Fax: +47 22242738
Email: odd.godal@krd.dep.no

POLAND

Mr. Jacek Zaucha

University of Gdansk
Surmana 4 m 21
PL-81 333 Gdynia

Dir.Phone: +48 603665910
Fax: +48 583013513
Email: jacek.zaucha@gmail.com

SWEDEN

Mr. Sten Jerdenius

Ministry of the Environment
Section for sustainable development
SE-103 33 Stockholm

Dir.Phone: +46 84053910
Fax: +46 8211364

Email:
sten.jerdenius@environment.ministry.se

OBSERVER

Ms. Vanessa Klotzer

WWF Finland
Lintulahdenkatu 10
FI-00500 Helsinki

Dir.Phone: +358 407630000
Fax: +358 977402139
Email: Vanessa.Klotzer@wwf.fi

HELCOM SECRETARIAT

Ms. Anne Christine Brusendorff
Executive Secretary

Helsinki Commission
Katajanokanlaituri 6 B
FI-00160 Helsinki

Dir.Phone: +358 468509194
Fax: +358 207412645

Email: anne
christine.brusendorff@helcom.fi

Mr. Hermanni Backer
Researcher

Helsinki Commission
Katajanokanlaituri 6 B
FI-00160 Helsinki

Dir.Phone: +358 468509199
Fax: +358 207412645
Email: hermanni.backer@helcom.fi

VASAB SECRETARIAT

Mr. Talis Linkaits
Head of Secretariat

VASAB Secretariat
Elizabetes street 19
LV-1010 Riga

Dir.Phone: +371 67350630
Fax: +371 67350626
Email: talis.linkaits@vasab.org

Ms. Dzintra Upmace

VASAB Secretariat
Elizabetes street 19
LV-1010 Riga

Dir.Phone: +371 67350630
Fax: +371 67350626
Email: dzintra.upmace@vasab.org
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ANNEX 2  MANDATE FOR THE JOINT, CO-CHAIRED WORKING GROUP ON MARITIME SPATIAL
PLANNING BETWEEN HELCOM AND VASAB

1. The Rationale

The Baltic Sea is an important common resource for the Baltic Sea Region countries and
further neighbouring countries. It represents an important economic potential and at the
same time a vulnerable ecosystem. The current environmental status requires intensive
efforts towards stabilisation and improvement. Many sea use conflicts call for a wise
management and coordinated introduction of continuous Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP).
Development potential for future uses needs to be preserved.

2. Political Context

The HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan (2007) commits the HELCOM Contracting Parties to
jointly develop by 2010, as well as test, apply and evaluate by 2012, in cooperation with
other relevant international bodies, broad-scale, cross-sectoral, MSP principles based on the
Ecosystem Approach that reflect the specific conditions and needs in the Baltic Sea Region.

The VASAB Long Term Perspective for the Territorial Development of the Baltic Sea Region
(2009) has specified concrete activities towards developing the Baltic Sea Region into a
European Model Region for MSP.

In its Green Paper on the future Maritime Policy (2006) and its Blue Book/Action Plan “An
integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union” (2007), the European Commission has
emphasised the need for MSP. In the Communication on a "Roadmap for Maritime Spatial
Planning: Achieving common principles in the EU" (2008), the European Commission has
outlined relevant issues, steps and principles. The European Union Marine Strategy
Framework Directive (EU MSFD, 2008) promotes spatial measures as one of the means to
reach Good Environmental Status of European Seas. The EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea
Region (2009) has attributed HELCOM and VASAB a prominent role in promoting maritime
spatial planning in the region together with other stakeholders.

The “Maritime Doctrine of the Russian Federation to the year 2020” supports cooperation
similar to MSP in fields like integrated management of sea resources, conflict resolution,
future-oriented use of sea space, research, information, legislation and education.

3. The Joint Working Group and its overall aims

In order to address these challenges the VASAB Committee on Spatial Planning and
Development of the Baltic Sea Region (CSPD/BSR) and Helsinki Commission (HELCOM)
sets up a joint co-chaired Working Group on Maritime Spatial Planning to ensure cooperation
among the Baltic Sea Region countries for coherent regional Maritime Spatial Planning
processes. It will:

— Provide a forum for regional, trans-boundary and cross-sectoral dialogue on
Integrated Coastal Zone Management and Maritime Spatial Planning -enabling a
common approach

— Assist the CSPD/BSR and its member states in implementing the actions decided
2009 in VASAB Long Term Perspective for the Territorial Development of the Baltic
Sea Region towards the next Ministerial Conference

— Assist HELCOM and its member states to implement the Maritime Spatial Planning
relevant actions decided in HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan 2007 and its follow-up

— Provide Baltic Sea Region countries a platform to discuss the links between relevant
International Agreements, EU legal instruments and policies, Baltic Sea Region and
national policies,

— Assist the Baltic region in profiling itself as a global and European forerunner in
maritime spatial planning
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4. Anticipated Tasks

In order to achieve these goals the Group will:

— Promote the development of maritime spatial planning in the region and follow up its
implementation as outlined in VASAB Long Term Perspective as well as HELCOM
Baltic Sea Action Plan and relevant HELCOM Recommendations, including
supporting the setting-up of governing structures, legislative basis, transboundary
consultations as well as developing concepts for common Maritime Spatial Planning
Principles.

— Propose to organize workshops and events as well and information material on
maritime spatial planning.

— Follow and examine as well as make use of the outcomes and findings of regional
project activities relevant to MSP, such as BaltCoast, East-West Window, PlanCoast,
BaltSeaPlan, PlanBothnia

— Promote the development of compatible datasets and information relevant to BSR
maritime spatial planning and thus ensure keeping HELCOM GIS and other regional
GIS data portals up to date with best available information.

— Prepare decision proposals on Maritime Spatial Planning in the BSR for the
forthcoming VASAB Ministerial Conferences and HELCOM Ministerial meetings.

The Group will develop a Working Programme, for adoption by VASAB CSPD and HELCOM
HOD.

5. Membership

Participation is open to representatives from relevant ministries or government agencies in all
VASAB and HELCOM Member Countries/Contracting Parties as well as for experts
delegated by them. The members should be nominated by the Member
Countries/Contracting Parties . A representation of all VASAB and HELCOM countries with
sea coast is envisaged.

VASAB and HELCOM observers can participate. Other guests, organisations and initiatives
from around the Baltic Sea and from other parts of Europe with a substantial maritime spatial
planning interest can be invited as observers.

6. Organisation

The Working Group will be jointly co-chaired by a VASAB CSD/BSR chair (nominated by
group and adopted by VASAB CSD/BSR) and HELCOM chair (nominated by group and
adopted by HELCOM HOD). The two chairs will, with the assistance of both HELCOM and
VASAB secretariats, jointly prepare meetings and Agendas for the Working Group.

The Working Group will document its meetings. A concise outcome will be adopted before
the end of each meeting. The outcome is agreed by consensus. All meeting documents and
the outcome will be made freely available to the public shortly after the meeting trough the
HELCOM and VASAB websites.

Meetings will take place up to three times a year. The Group may change the frequency of
meetings according to need. In addition to meetings, exchange of e-mails will be used for
intersessional work. The Group will send its outcomes and progress reports for approval both
to the CSPD-BSR and HELCOM, including proposals for creation of sub-groups. The
working language is English.

7. Timeframe

The mandate of the Group is valid for three years, starting from its first meeting. The Group
may request a prolongation jointly from the CSPD/BSR and HELCOM.
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8. Resources

Costs for the participants including travel costs to meetings will be covered by the delegating
institutions. Direct costs for meetings will be borne by the host country if not arranged within
HELCOM or VASAB Secretariat premises. Staff support from the VASAB and HELCOM
Secretariats will be provided for technical support (e.g. preparation of meeting documents
including minutes, registration of participants, etc.) and Secretariat attendance at meetings.
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ANNEX 3  DRAFT BALTIC SEA BROAD-SCALE MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING (MSP) PRINCIPLES

HELCOM and VASAB,

RECALLING the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan commitment to jointly develop by 2010, as
well as test, apply and evaluate by 2012, in co-operation with other relevant international
bodies, broad-scale, cross-sectoral, marine spatial planning principles based on the
Ecosystem Approach: whereby all Contracting Parties and relevant HELCOM bodies shall
co-operatively participate; thereby giving guidance for the planning and ensuring the
protection of the marine environment and nature, including habitats and seafloor integrity;
securing sustainable use of marine resources by reducing user conflicts and adverse impacts
of human activities,

RECALLING the “HELCOM Recommendation 28E/9 on development of broad-scale marine
spatial planning principles in the Baltic Sea area” adopted to facilitate the protection and
sustainable use of the Baltic Sea.

RECALLING that Maritime Spatial Planning is promoted and called for by the VASAB Long
Term Perspective, Nordic Council of Ministers, the European Union Strategy for the Baltic
Sea Region and its objectives, The European Union Marine Strategy Framework Directive,
the Integrated Maritime Policy for the European Union, including its roadmap with Maritime
Spatial Planning Principles, and the work of UNESCO.

AWARE that while management and regulation of human activities is divided into sectoral
frameworks, the Baltic Sea ecosystem hosting these activities and enabling economic and
social prosperity, is a single entity which has limits in terms of ecological integrity and
available space, and is inherently connected to activities and processes on land.

AWARE that there is an increasing need and competition for marine space of the Baltic Sea
which requires an integrated, cross-sectoral approach of managing human activities.

AWARE that Maritime Spatial Planning is an instrument for analysing, coordinating and
allocating the spatial and temporal distribution of human activities in marine areas to achieve
a balance between economic, environmental, social and any other interests in line with
internationally and nationally agreed objectives.

AWARE that the Baltic Sea is in great need of a developed, well adapted and coherent
Maritime Spatial Planning to accomplish long term trade-offs between different and
sometimes competing human activities, thereby providing a predictable framework for
maritime economic investment and activities, for creating job opportunities and at the same
time ensuring compatibility with good environmental status, thus promoting sustainable
development of the marine areas and the Baltic Sea Region.

AWARE that according to sustainable development the needs of the present generation
should be met without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own
needs.

ACKNOWLEDGE that although substantial work has already been carried out in the Baltic
Sea Region as regards Maritime Spatial Planning and Management, still great differences
exist between the Baltic Sea Region countries in terms of Maritime Spatial Planning systems

AGREE that this document, including the following ten principles, will provide valuable
guidance for achieving better coherence in the development of Maritime Spatial Planning
systems in the Baltic Sea Region:
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1. Sustainable management

Maritime Spatial Planning is a key tool for sustainable management by balancing between
economic, environmental, social and other interests in spatial allocations, by managing
specific uses and coherently integrating sectoral planning, and by applying the ecosystem
approach. When balancing interests and allocating uses in space and time, long-term and
sustainable management should have priority.

2. Ecosystem approach

The ecosystem approach, calling for a cross-sectoral and sustainable management of
human activities, is an overarching principle for Maritime Spatial Planning which aims at
achieving a Baltic Sea ecosystem in good status -a healthy, productive and resilient condition
so that it can provide the services humans want and need. The entire regional Baltic Sea
ecosystem as well as sub-regional systems and all human activities taking place within it
should be considered in this context. Maritime Spatial Planning must seek to protect and
enhance the marine environment and thus should contribute to achieving Good
Environmental Status according to the EU Marine Strategy Framework Directive and
HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan.

3. Long term perspective and objectives

Maritime Spatial Planning should have a long term perspective in relation to the goals it
seeks to attain and to its environmental, social, economic and territorial effects. It should aim
for long-term sustainable uses that are not compromised by short term benefits and be
based on long term visions strategies and action plans. Clear and effective objectives of
Maritime Spatial Planning should be formulated based on these principles and national
commitments. The establishment of a legal basis for Maritime Spatial Planning in the Baltic
Sea countries should be investigated including vertically and horizontally well coordinated
decision making processes concerning sea space uses to ensure efficient implementation of
maritime spatial plans and to provide for an integrated sea space allocation process when
such plans do not yet exist.

4. Precautionary Principle

Maritime Spatial Planning should be based on the Precautionary Principle. This implies
planning has an obligation to anticipate potential adverse effects to the environment before
they occur, taking into account Article 3 of the Helsinki Convention, and take all
precautionary measures so that an activity will not result in significant harm.

A similar, but distinct, forward looking perspective should be applied with respect to the
economic and social dimensions.

5. Participation and Transparency

All relevant authorities and stakeholders in the Baltic Sea Region, including coastal
municipalities as well as national and regional bodies, should be involved in maritime spatial
planning initiatives at the earliest possible stage and public participation should be secured.
Planning processes should be open and transparent and in accordance with international
legislation.

6. High quality data and information basis

Maritime Spatial Planning should be based on best available and up to date comprehensive
information of high quality that to the largest extent possible should be shared by all. This
calls for close cooperation of relevant GIS and geo-statistical databases, including the
HELCOM GIS, monitoring and research in order to facilitate a trans-boundary data exchange
process that could lead to a harmonised pan-Baltic data and information base for planning.
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This base should cover historical baselines, present status as well as future projections of
both environmental aspects and human activities. It should be as comprehensive, openly
accessible and constantly updated as possible and compatibility with European and Global
initiatives should be ensured.

7. Transnational coordination and consultation

Maritime spatial planning should be developed in a joint pan-Baltic dialogue with coordination
and consultation between the Baltic Sea states, bearing in mind the need to apply
international legislation and agreements and, for the HELCOM and VASAB EU member
states, the EU acquis communitaire. Such dialogue should be conducted in a cross-sectoral
context between all coastal countries, interested and competent organizations and
stakeholders. Whenever possible maritime spatial plans should be developed and amended
with the Baltic Sea Region perspective in mind.

8. Coherent terrestrial and maritime spatial planning

Spatial planning for land and for the sea should be tightly interlinked, consistent and
supportive to each other. To the extent possible legal systems governing spatial planning on
land and sea should be harmonised to achieve governance systems equally open to handle
land and sea spatial challenges, problems and opportunities and to create synergies.
Synergies with Integrated Coastal Zone Management should be strengthened in all BSR
countries and in a cross-border setting.

9. Planning adapted to characteristics and special conditions at different areas

Maritime spatial planning should acknowledge the characteristics and special conditions of
the different sub-basins of the Baltic Sea and their catchments. Consideration should be
taken of the need for separate sub-regional planning adapted to such areas including sub-
regional objectives supplementing regional objectives specified in principle 3. In general
maritime spatial plans should seek coherence across ecosystems.

10. Continuous planning

Maritime spatial planning should reflect the fact that planning is a continuous process that will
need to adapt to changing conditions and new knowledge. Monitoring and evaluation of the
implementation of maritime plans and its environmental, as well as socio-economic, effects
should be carried out with a view to identify unforeseen impacts and to improve planning
data and methods. This monitoring and evaluation should, particularly in its trans-boundary
dimensions and in addition to national and transboundary monitoring schemes, build on, and
if possible be part of, regional monitoring and assessments carried out by regional
organisations.
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