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Future of spatial Planning at EU level

After the Irish vote: Lisbon treaty ante portas

ñTerritorial Cohesionñ will be used by the Commission

The BSR-countries should influence the upcoming 

Territorial Cohesion policy of the commission

VASAB can contribute to strengthen the BSR-position.
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EU Blue Book on Maritime Policy 10/2007

ĂMaritime Spatial Planning across EU waters is a fundamental 

requirement for the continued sustainble development of 

maritime economioc activities because it provides a neutral tool

to arbitrage  between conflicting or competing activities or 

interestsñ.

Å"Roadmap for Maritime Spatial Planning: adopted by the 

Commission on 25 November 2008. 

ÅConclusions and recommendations to be issued by the 

Commission  in 2010. 

http://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:DKEY=483715:EN:NOT
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VASAB policies on MSP and ICZM

Å Wismar 2001:

ñ é.extending spatial planning also to offshore side.ò

Å Gdansk 2005:

ñ Spatial planning in intensively used maritime areas 
should be supportedò.

Å Vilnius 2009 (draft):

Sea space planning and management: Protecting the 
Baltic Sea environment and securing sustainable use 
of sea resources requires integrated planning and 
management actionsé
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Which are the similarities and differences of 

MSP and TSP? 

ÅThesis: despite obvious differences the 

similarities prevail. 

ÅThis gives the spatial  planners a crucial 

role in drawing up MSPs.
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Sea Uses



Bernhard Heinrichs:

Reasons for 

Maritime 

Spatial 

Planning:

Å increasing density of sea uses

Ånew forms and new types of sea uses

Ågrowing interchanges between land and sea uses

Åclimate change

ÅEU natura 2000 for sea areas
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How to draw up a MSP?

ÅGeneral Steps (PlanCoast Handbook, slightly changed):

ÅStep 1: Assessing the context and establishing a general 
framework for MSP 

ÅStep 2: Drawing up a guiding vision 

ÅStep 3: Analysis- Identifying issues and problems 

ÅStep 4: need orientated stocktaking and mapping

ÅStep 5: Developing solutions for the problems identified 

ÅStep 6: Drawing up a plan 

ÅStep 7: Implementation 

ÅStep 8: Evaluation
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How to draw up a MSP?

Å Specific steps with emphasis on legal procedures

Å (example: Plan for German EEZ):

Å - Announce planning intention; Enquire about stakeholder interests

Å - Draw up 1.draft of spatial plan

Å - Scoping     than draw up environmental report

Å - Consult on draft spatial plan and environmental report

Å - Weigh up all interests   amend draft spatial plan if necessary

Å - Consult again those stakeholders whose interests are affected by 
the amendment

Å - Draw up final spatial plan with a consolidated environmental 
statement

Å - Spatial plan adopted and published as a statutory instrument 
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Priority areas for wind energy 

(red)

no turbines in Natura 2000 

areas

gates for electricity cables 



Maritme Spatial Plan : Ex. German Baltic Sea ( MV )


