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MINUTES OF THE SIXTH MEETING OF 
HELCOM-VASAB MARITIME SPATIAL PLANNING WORKING GROUP 

(HELCOM -VASAB MSP WG) 

 

INTRODUCTION   

0.1 The Sixth Meeting of the Joint HELCOM-VASAB Maritime Spatial Planning 
Working Group (HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 6/2013) was held in Riga, Latvia, on 29-30 
January 2013. 

0.2 The Meeting was attended by nominated experts from all Baltic Sea countries as 
well as by a number of invited guests. The List of Participants is contained in Annex 1. 

0.3 The Meeting was chaired by the Co-Chairs Ms. Anita Mäkinen, Finland and Mr. 
Andrzej Cieslak, Poland. 

0.4 The Meeting honoured the memory of Ms. Dzintra Upmaze from the VASAB 
Secretariat who passed away in November 2012. 

0.5 The Head of the VASAB Secretariat Mr. Talis Linkaits welcomed the participants 
and wished all the participants a successful meeting. 

0.6 Ms. Monika Stankiewicz, Executive Secretary of the HELCOM Secretariat, 
welcomed the participants and highlighted the major tasks of the Meeting being to prepare 
input to the HELCOM and VASAB Ministerial Meetings, specifically a regional roadmap for 
Maritime Spatial Planning (MSP) and a document on the application of the ecosystem 
approach in MSP. She further addressed the Meeting to consider how to bridge the 
HELCOM and VASAB Ministerial Meetings with common deliverables.  

0.7 Ms. Stankiewicz acted as Secretary of the Meeting assisted by Ms. Laura Meski, 
Assisting Professional Secretary from the HELCOM Secretariat. 

Agenda Item 1  Adoption of the Agenda 

Documents: 1/1 

1.1 The Meeting adopted the Agenda (document 1/1) elaborated by the HELCOM 
and VASAB Secretariats in consultation with the Co-Chairs. 

1.2 The Meeting agreed that substantial documents requiring a decision by the 
meeting should be submitted four weeks in advance and information documents two weeks 
in advance of the meeting. The handling of documents which are submitted at a later stage 
will be considered by the Co-Chairs together with the Secretariats.  

Agenda Item 2  Information on MSP developments and regional 
coordination 

Documents: 2/1, 2/1/Add, 2/2, 2/2/Corr, 2/3, 2/4, 2/5, 2/6, 2/7, 2/8 

2.1 The Meeting took note of document 2/3 on MSP developments in the Contracting 
Parties/Member Countries. 

2.2 The Meeting took note of the current status of national MSP legislation and on 
processes to put MSP in place (document 2/6) and thanked Germany for leading the 
elaboration of the overview. The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties/Member 
Countries to make a final check of their respective national information and inform the 
HELCOM Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi) of any amendments needed by 28 February 
2013 before it is published on the website.  

2.3 The Meeting agreed to create a list of official MSP contact points in the Baltic Sea 
region and requested the Contracting Parties/Member Countries to come up with such 
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contact points before the next Working Group meeting, if possible, and to inform the 
Secretariats (laura.meski@helcom.fi and info@vasab.org) accordingly (cf. paragraph 4.6). 

2.4 The Meeting was informed that the contact points/institutions for the Espoo 
Convention can be found on the web page (http://www.unece.org/env/eia/). These contact 
points are used when making notifications in accordance with Article 3 of the Espoo 
Convention and for administrative matters. The official MSP contact points, on the other 
hand, should be contacts which are to be approached when transboundary consultation is 
needed and also at the early stage of planning. 

2.5 The Meeting took note of the information by the EU that the inter-service 
consultation in the European Commission on a proposal for a MSP framework directive has 
been finalized and the proposal is expected to be adopted by the Commission on 15 March 
2013, with the aim to propose it to the Council and the Parliament (the adoption through a 
co-decision process).  

2.6 The Meeting took note of the suggestion by some countries that enough time is 
needed for the consultation process of the new MSP framework directive as well as the 
negotiation timetable of other directives needs to be taken into account. 

2.7 The Meeting took note of the information by the EU on the progress within the 
MSP Expert Group under the EU Integrated Maritime Policy, which met four times during 
2012. The latest meeting in November 2012 made conclusions on objectives for MSP, 
coherence between ICZM and MSP and transboundary consultation. Two workshops are 
being planned for 2013 by the Expert Group: on offshore energy issues and data issues. 

2.8 The Meeting referred to the Work Plan of the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG where 
one of the tasks is to create better understanding for the specific conditions and needs for 
MSP in the Baltic Sea region in the EU and to find a common approach to EU initiatives in 
the region. Based on this task, the Meeting found it relevant and beneficial to discuss the 
draft MSP directive at its next meeting with the view to reflect on possible common 
challenges or specific Baltic perspectives.  

2.9 The Meeting took note of the information that the updated Action Plan of the EU 
Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region (EUSBSR) is expected to be adopted by the European 
Commission soon. The text of the Horizontal Action (HA) Spatial Planning remains as it has 
been proposed by the Working Group. 

2.10 The Meeting welcomed the possibilities of the Seed Money Facilities to support 
the work under HA Spatial Planning (document 2/2 and 2/2/Corr) and agreed on the following 
procedure on how to handle the possible requests for letters of support for MSP-related 
projects applying to the Seed Money Facility: 

- The HELCOM and VASAB Secretariats serve as contact points for the requests; 

- The requests are circulated to the Co-Chairs and Vice-Co-Chairs of the HELCOM-
VASAB MSP WG, to consider the relevance of a project against HA Spatial Planning; 

- A letter of support is issued by the  Chairs;  

- The HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG is informed of the letter. 

2.11 The Meeting further agreed that the HELCOM and VASAB Secretariats and the 
Co-Chairs and Vice-Co-Chairs will be involved in commenting the applications during the 
evaluation process of the European Commission. 

2.12 The Meeting noted an interest of a number of countries to apply for the Seed 
Money support and was of the opinion that it would be beneficial to exchange information on 
and facilitate planning of different project proposals at an early stage. Therefore, the Meeting 
requested the Contracting Parties/Member Countries to exchange information on the 
planned project developments through the Secretariats in order to build the necessary 
partnerships and avoid duplication of initiatives. 

2.13 The Meeting took note of the information by Poland on the current status of the 
PartiSEApate (Multilevel Governance in Maritime Spatial Planning throughout the Baltic Sea 
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Region) project (document 2/8, Presentation 1). A set of stakeholder workshops will be 
organized within the project focusing on aquaculture, climate change, shipping and research. 
The HELCOM Secretariat offered to provide some background material on HELCOM work 
for the aquaculture workshop and climate change workshop. The Meeting invited the 
Contracting Parties/Member States to provide any possible input to the content of the 
workshops to Poland (jacek.zaucha@im.gda.pl). 

2.14 The Meeting welcomed that the project will contribute to developing input to the 
Ministerial Meetings such as updating and an online version of the VASAB Compendium on 
MSP. The overview of the national legislative basis (document 2/6) will be used to produce 
fact sheets on MSP structures in the countries as part of the compendium. In addition, the 
Meeting referred that also other projects like Plan Bothnia and BaltSeaPlan have produced 
some lessons learned on which the Ministerial input could be built on. 

2.15 The next Expert Group meeting of the PartiSEApate project will be held in 
Gothenburg, Sweden, in April 2013. The Meeting invited those interested in receiving more 
detailed information on the PartiSEApate project to contact Poland 
(jacek.zaucha@im.gda.pl). 

2.16 The Meeting stressed the fact that the input from the PartiSEApate project to the 
HELCOM and VASAB Ministerial Meetings needs to be presented to and considered by the 
HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG. 

2.17 The Meeting supported the idea to organize a workshop on ecosystem-based 
fisheries in the context of broad-scale MSP (document 2/5) and welcomed the information 
that the HELCOM Secretariat and the PartiSEApate project will cooperate in planning and 
arranging the workshop. The workshop is supported by the technical assistance funds of the 
EUSBSR and will be the activity which will also contribute to the HA Spatial Planning.  

2.18 The Meeting considered the project idea on developing a pilot maritime spatial 
plan for the Gulf of Finland (document 2/4). The project will build on the ongoing preparatory 
MSP work of the Gulf of Finland Year 2014 (GOF2014) initiative. The overall aim of the 
project will be to advance MSP in the transboundary areas of the Gulf of Finland and to 
develop and establish a closer cooperation among the relevant authorities of the participating 
countries on MSP. 

2.19 The Meeting supported the draft project proposal to be developed further in 
cooperation with the Secretariat and interested countries and in order to seek for financing. 
The Meeting invited all interested to be in contact with Ms. Anita Mäkinen 
(anita.makinen@trafi.fi), leading the MSP activity under the GOF2014, on the further project 
development.  

2.20 Referring to the discussion on the projects planning (cf. paragraph 2.12), the 
Meeting considered the development of a larger MSP project, building on the work within the 
Gulf of Finland (GOF2014 initiative), to cover a number of pilot areas/topics.  

2.21 The Meeting agreed to have a more thorough discussion at the next meeting on 
the needs and the scope of a larger transnational pilot project possibly to be initiated in the 
future. 

2.22 The Meeting concurred that having a list of identified MSP needs in the region 
could be of assistance when considering which project should be prioritized and that such a 
list should be linked to the EUSBSR and could be part of the MSP Roadmap (see Agenda 
Item 4). 

2.23 The Meeting took note that the DG REGIO has approached the Secretariats with 
a request for initial feedback on how the existing EU financing programmes could be 
changed for the EU programming period 2014-2020 to better serve future projects for 
developing coherent and ecosystem based MSP in the Baltic Sea region (document 2/7). 

2.24 The Meeting found it important that the future EU financing programmes, 
including European Regional Development Fund, provide opportunities for transnational 
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projects on MSP and that added value of international cooperation is recognized in these 
programmes.  

2.25 The Meeting encouraged the Contracting Parties/Member States to consult their 
relevant MSP experts and to provide further feedback on how to ensure that the MSP needs 
are duly taken into account in the next EU programming period no later than by 22 February 
2013 to the Secretariats (laura.meski@helcom.fi and info@vasab.org). The feedback will be 
compiled and forwarded to the DG REGIO. 

2.26 The Meeting took note of the HELCOM Recommendations relevant to the work of 
the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG (document 2/1) and discussed how this instrument could be 
used to support coherent MSP in the Baltic Sea. 

2.27 The Meeting agreed that in principle the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG could 
propose recommendations to be adopted within the HELCOM framework. One possibility 
could be to consider in the future a recommendation on transnational consultation on marine 
spatial plans. 

2.28 The Meeting discussed that the ecosystem services valuation would be of great 
use in spatial planning, however, knowledge in this field is lacking, and could be subject of a 
new HELCOM Recommendation. The Meeting took note of the information by the HELCOM 
Secretariat that a workshop is being planned by HELCOM and Sweden in cooperation with 
UNEP on the economic valuation of marine and coastal ecosystem services. The Working 
Group will be informed and invited to the workshop.  

2.29 The Meeting welcomed that the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG also in the future will 
consider HELCOM Recommendations having relation to MSP. 

2.30 The Meeting considered the technical amendments to HELCOM 
Recommendation 17/3 on Information and consultation with regard to construction of new 
installations affecting the Baltic Sea (document 2/1/Add). 

2.31 The Meeting discussed possibilities for a more substantial revision of the 
Recommendation to reflect the Espoo Convention, however, noted that not all Baltic Sea 
countries are parties to the Espoo Convention and that having some common basic region-
wide provisions on consultation, as included in the Recommendation, might be useful.   

2.32 The Meeting invited Lithuania to provide their comments to the attachment of the 
Recommendation in writing to the HELCOM Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi) by 28 
February 2013.  

2.33 The Meeting took note of the study reservation by Germany on the amended 
Recommendation and requested Germany to clarify it by 28 February 2013. 

2.34 The Meeting requested the Secretariat, in cooperation with Poland to finalize the 
draft revised Recommendation based on the comments received. 

Agenda Item 3  Lessons learnt from MSP pilot plans 

Documents: 3/1 

3.1 The Meeting took note of the overview on the spatial designations chosen for the 
MSP pilot project area Pomeranian Bight/Arkona Basin within the Interreg IVB project 
BaltSeaPlan (document 3/1, Presentation 2). The Meeting thanked Germany for the 
presentation. 

3.2 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Finland and Sweden on the pilot 
maritime spatial plan for the Bothnian Sea, which was prepared within the Plan Bothnia 
project (Presentation 3). The Meeting thanked Sweden for the presentation. 

3.3 The Meeting discussed the legal status of the pilot plans and concluded that 
these two cases were outcomes of projects and thus, have no legal status. Based on the 
experiences from the Plan Bothnia project, Sweden and Finland, as partners of the Plan 
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Bothnia project, pointed out that it will be important to consider who the owner of the spatial 
plan is and how far it should influence decision-makers and management. 

3.4 The Meeting agreed that case studies should be discussed also in future 
meetings. 

Agenda Item 4  Towards the Ministerial Conferences 

Documents: 4/1, 4/2, 4/3, 4/4, 4/5, 4/5/WP1, 4/6, 4/7/WP1,  

4.1 The Meeting took note of the information that the VASAB Ministerial Conference 
is to be held in autumn 2014. One of the main themes for the Conference is MSP, especially 
on linking MSP to land-based planning. The suggested deliverables for the Ministerial 
Conference are a compendium on MSP systems, a concept for a transnational institutional 
and governance model on transnational coordination, agreements and data exchange in 
MSP, recommendations for transnational MSP (policy document based on minimum 
requirements and a handbook for multi-level MSP consultation process). PartiSEApate is 
foreseen to contribute to these deliverables.  

4.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting to 
be held on 3 October 2013 in Denmark. The first draft of the Ministerial Declaration will be 
ready for the HELCOM 34/2013 meeting on 5-6 March 2013. 

4.3 The Meeting suggested that both ministerial declarations should refer to and 
recognize good cooperation on MSP between HELCOM and VASAB. 

4.4 The Meeting recalled that HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 5/2012 agreed that a 
regional roadmap for MSP is needed and considered the draft Regional Baltic MSP 
Roadmap as contained in document 4/5. The following suggestions on how to develop the 
Roadmap further have been made:  

- the goal has been supported by the participants, and the roadmap is to be 
substantiated on how this goal is to be reached, with the use of procedures that will 
be put in place (procedural recommendations), closing knowledge gaps, addressing 
stakeholders (outside public sector), setting the targets etc.; 

- the roadmap should demonstrate what has been achieved so far (beyond adoption of 
the broad-scale MSP Principles) and the need to focus the roadmap on future 
actions; 

- scoping of the road map into selected issues is needed, however reflecting on/linking 
to other processes and work (such as foreseen in the EU) contributing to reaching the 
goal; 

- possibly to cover key transnational topics relevant for future development (pan-Baltic 
perspective); 

- to consider how to structure the document, whether according to the MSP Principles, 
or refer to the Principles in any other way.  

4.5 The Meeting established a drafting group of Finland, Poland, the EU, Germany, 
Latvia, Denmark, HELCOM and VASAB Secretariats, and EWEA to further develop the 
roadmap based on the suggestions above. The drafting group was chaired by Sweden. 

4.6 The Meeting considered the outcome of the drafting group as contained in 
document 4/5/WP1 and clarified that the request for contact points on transboundary MSP 
consultation concerns either a person or an institution and is at the discretion of the country 
concerned, while noting that focal points under the Espoo Convention have already been 
established (cf. paragraph 2.3). 

4.7 With the above clarification the Meeting agreed to take the document as basis for 
further work and agreed on the following timetable for continuing the work to be led by the 
HELCOM Secretariat: 

- first draft to be sent out by the HELCOM Secretariat by 12 February 2013, 
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- comments to be received by the Secretariats by 12 March 2013, 

- second draft to be circulated by 19 March 2013, 

- comments to be received by 2 April 2013, 

- final draft to be submitted by the Secretariat to the next meeting.  

4.8 The Meeting considered document 4/3 containing additional information by 
Germany and Latvia on the implementation of the MSP Principles in national legislation on 
MSP. The Meeting requested the Contracting Parties/Member Countries, which have not yet 
done so, to fill in the table and send it no later than by 28 February 2013 to the HELCOM 
Secretariat (laura.meski@helcom.fi). Germany will provide corrected information on Principle 
2/Territorial Sea. 

4.9 The Meeting took note of the presentation by Finland on the steps in the planning 
process, based on the further developed document on the practical application of the 
ecosystem approach in MSP (document 4/2, Presentation 4). The Meeting thanked Finland 
for their work and the EU and Poland for their input provided in the intersessional period. 

4.10 The Meeting took note of the introduction by Germany on the document on a 
common understanding of the ecosystem approach in MSP (document 4/6). The Meeting 
thanked Germany for the valuable contribution. 

4.11 The Meeting established a drafting group of Finland, Germany, Latvia, Lithuania, 
Poland, Russian Federation and HELCOM Secretariat to consider the documents on 
ecosystem approach in MSP. The drafting group was chaired by Poland. The Meeting gave, 
on the basis of the comments received during the meeting, the following terms of reference 
for the drafting:  

- on general level, planning steps as outlined in document 4/2 by Finland are common 
to all countries (some small differences exist though); 

- to consider the issue of “developing maritime spatial plan” vs. “maritime spatial 
planning”, and how ecosystem approach is to be applied in both; 

- to be forward-looking and focus on issues of urgency, in other words on different 
conflicting uses/elements and what is the vision for solving it, while anticipating future 
developments, and taking into account the requirement to reach a good 
environmental status; 

- to consider whether starting point could be ecosystem approach, instead of planning 
steps; 

- to consider how status of environment and which ecosystem elements under high 
pressure would be important to reflect on, and if SEA procedure is sufficient for 
ensuring integrated and ecosystem based approach; 

- to incorporate Malawi principles and reflect on common understanding on Ecosystem 
Approach in MSP, utilizing document 4/6 by Germany; 

- the document would be part of the regional roadmap for MSP. 

4.12 The Meeting considered the outcome of the drafting group as contained in 
document 4/7/WP1 and took note of the following comments and discussion points: 

– concerns have been raised by some countries over extending the MSP procedures to 
include some additional elements, which could prolong procedures and raise the 
costs; in this relation, the important issue to reflect upon is how MSP is, or should be 
different from terrestrial planning, taking into account that MSP is related to 
management of human activities this should be an essential part of the ecosystem 
approach document, and is especially important as in some countries the planning of 
terrestrial and marine areas are incorporated into the same process, and interlinkage 
and continuity of the planning of both in terrestrial  and marine areas should be 
maintained; 
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– defining marine ecosystem functions and their contributions to the different uses of 
the sea will contribute to the ecosystem based MSP; some work on valuation of 
ecosystem services is ongoing, for instance in Sweden; needs of the planners in 
terms of the information on ecosystems, its functions and valuation should be 
included in the roadmap; 

– the document should consist of the planning cycle table, providing clear 
implementable steps on how to incorporate ecosystem approach in MSP, as well as a 
part with concrete steps and timetable to bring closer to full application of ecosystem 
approach in MSP (which would then be incorporated into the regional MSP roadmap); 

– information on ecosystems is of the highest importance for the ecosystem based 
MSP; number of initiatives in HELCOM as well as in the countries are ongoing to 
increase the knowledge on marine ecosystems such as HELCOM RED LIST project 
on mapping threatened species, habitats in biotopes in the whole Baltic Sea region 
(to be completed by the HELCOM Ministerial Meeting), or VELMU project in Finland 
on underwater habitat mapping; 

- regarding data and information for MSP, it is important in planning to build on existing 
knowledge and apply precautionary approach, and identify additional data needs; a 
data workshop planned within the EU could be an occasion to continue the 
discussion on this issue;  

- a dialogue with other institutions and organizations collecting data and monitoring the 
marine environment within different policy frameworks should be addressed so that 
MSP needs are taken into account to improve the data and information products (e.g. 
assessments) so they can better serve MSP; 

- initial assessments by the EU member countries under MSFD provide some 
information of use and relevance for MSP. 

4.13 The Meeting welcomed the offer of Finland, Germany and Sweden to further 
work on the document taking into account the comments made during the Meeting, and 
invited Lithuania as well as other Contracting Parties/Member Countries to provide their 
comments and suggestions for input to the ecosystem based MSP document in writing by 28 
February 2013 to these three countries in copy to the Secretariats. The Secretariats will 
send a reminder on the requested input in mid-February.  

4.14 Based on the comments received, the co-leading countries are invited to develop 
the document further and distribute it to the Contracting Parties /Member Countries in March 
2013 for an additional round of comments and submission to the next meeting of the Working 
Group in May 2013.  

4.15 The Meeting took note of the overview of legislative basis, including the 
conclusions (document 4/4) and found the document to constitute useful background 
information and endorsed the conclusion that there are no legal obstacles that would prevent 
the countries from planning in territorial waters and EEZ. The Meeting suggested that this 
message is conveyed to the Ministers in the appropriate parts of the Declarations.  

4.16 The Meeting thanked Germany and other contributors for the work on the 
document.  

4.17 As some questions have been raised in the last two paragraphs on page 3 of the 
document (a case on wind farms), the Meeting requested Germany, Lithuania, Latvia and 
Sweden to clarify these paragraphs of the document by 13 February 2013, in order to have 
the background document finalized. The finalized document is to be sent to the Secretariats, 
for further distribution to the Contracting Parties/Member Countries for internal consultation, 
and with the aim of presenting it at the next meeting of the Working Group and reaching a 
common understanding on the legal basis for MSP in line with the Work Programme of the 
Working Group. 

4.18 The Meeting discussed the further use of the document, to serve the discussion 
on rights/requirements regarding specific uses (such as wind farms) and consideration which 
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legal regimes are applied to these activities and under whose authority. The Meeting 
acknowledged that the existing legislation do not prevent conflicts to occur, which could be 
addressed in another document where these differences are debated. The Contracting 
Parties/Member Countries are invited to contribute to such a discussion through submitted 
documents.  

4.19 The Meeting took note of the presentation by the HELCOM Secretariat on the 
background for the proposed new HELCOM Recommendation on Safeguarding important 
seabird habitats and migration routes in the Baltic Sea from negative effects of energy 
production (document 4/1, Presentation 5). 

4.20 The Meeting, in general, found the new Recommendation as pointing to some 
important matters and appreciated the background material on potential conflicts between 
conservation of birds and wind energy production. 

4.21 The Meeting took note of the following comments by the participants: 

- the map information on planned wind farms needs checking; the Meeting welcomed 
the offer by the VASAB Secretariat to contribute with information on wind farms to the 
background document in cooperation with BASREC (Baltic Sea Region Energy 
Cooperation); 

- some further consideration is needed regarding recommendation on locating wind 
farms in deep waters, whereby information of the GORWIND project (Gulf of Riga as 
a resource for WIND energy) could be utilized; 

- seasonal consideration regarding wildlife should be looked at; 

- the recommendation should have a broader scope and be complemented with 
recommendations on mapping migration routes and staging areas of species of 
conservation concern and enhance research and monitoring to improve the 
understanding of the impacts of wind farms on birds; 

- reference to renewable energy should be made and it should be clarified what other 
installations are referred to; 

- it has been pointed out that there are important benefits for renewable energy which 
should be recognized; 

- Germany noted that IBA are designated by a private entity that has not been 
legitimized by governments; Germany is hesitant to link public planning processes to 
the activities of private entities; the Meeting noted the German position; 

- the last recommendation should be re-phrased to provide, in a more clear way, the 
steps that are to be taken.  

4.22 The Meeting invited the HELCOM Secretariat to reflect these comments in the 
draft Recommendation, as far as possible, and circulate the draft by 8 February 2013 to the 
Contracting Parties/Member Countries for their comments to be provided to the HELCOM 
Secretariat by 28 February 2013. Based on the comments received, the Secretariat in 
cooperation with Finland and Sweden will prepare the second draft of the Recommendation, 
to be circulated to the contacts of the MSP WG and HELCOM HABITAT with the aim to 
submit the final draft Recommendation to the next meetings of the Working Group as well as 
HELCOM HABITAT, with the aim to adopt the Recommendation at the HELCOM Ministerial 
Meeting. 

4.23 The Meeting requested the HELCOM Secretariat to further work on the 
background document on potential conflicts between conservation of birds and wind energy 
production based on the comments from the Contracting Parties/Member Countries. 

Agenda Item 5  Data gathering and sharing for MSP in the Baltic Sea 

Documents: 5/1 
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5.1 The Meeting took note of the modernization of the HELCOM data management 
system, as well as of the planned work on developing the existing and planned data 
functions of HELCOM to contribute to the availability of coherent MSP-relevant data sets (the 
activity co-financed by the technical assistance of the EUSBSR) (document 5/1). The 
Meeting welcomed the developments to support the availability of data for MSP.  

5.2 The Meeting took note of the comment by Germany that in relation to the 
modernization of the HELCOM data and management systems no new additional obligation 
should arise to lead to active duty to provide data in a certain format from that country to 
HELCOM. The ICT staff of the Secretariat can be contacted by interested countries for any 
clarification on data formats.    

5.3 The Meeting took note of the information by Germany on the PartiSEApate 
project and a data workshop preliminary planned for autumn 2013.  

5.4 The Meeting welcomed the initiative of the Secretariat and the PartiSEApate 
project to cooperate, with the aim to support the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG to develop 
further steps in relation to MSP-relevant data gathering, availability and sharing. 

Agenda Item 6  Any other business 

Documents: 6/1, 6/2/INF, 6/3/INF, 6/4/INF 

6.1 The Meeting took note of the information by Russia Federation on the XI Annual 
Leaders of Strategic Planning Forum, which was held in St. Petersburg 22-23 October 2012. 
The Meeting appreciated the opportunity of the Forum to present the MSP in the Baltic Sea 
and noted that the number of members of the Group have been actively contributing to the 
Forum through the years.  

6.2 The Meeting took note of the information on the UNESCO project “Scaling Up 
Marine World Heritage through Ecosystem-based Maritime Spatial Planning” (6/2/INF) and 
invited the Secretariats to be in contact with the project manager, as well as to invite the 
project manager to the workshop on cultural heritage within PartiSEApate. 

6.3  The Meeting welcomed the presentation by Ms. Paula Lindroos, Baltic University 
Program (BUP) on the outcome of the project aimed to develop courses for professionals 
and universities on MSP (Presentation 6). The Meeting appreciated the initiative and offered 
to distribute widely the information about the activity as well as support it as far as possible 
and needed.  

6.4 The Meeting took note of the information on the HELCOM-BONUS Stakeholder 
Conference “Future research needs of the Baltic Sea”, which will be held on 4 March 2013 in 
Helsinki, Finland (document 6/3/INF). 

6.5 The Meeting took note of the information on the upcoming BALTFIMPA 
Stakeholder Conference to be held on 25-26 March 2013 at the ICES Headquarters in 
Copenhagen, Denmark (document 6/4/INF). 

6.6 The Meeting took note of the List of Contact Addresses of HELCOM-VASAB 
MSP WG (document 6/1) and requested the Contracting Parties/Member Countries to send 
possible updates to the list at the latest by 7 February 2013 to the HELCOM Secretariat 
(laura.meski@helcom.fi). The list of nominated experts for HELCOM-VASAB MSP is 
contained in Annex 2. 

6.7 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on the Nord Stream pipeline 
project and the cooperation under the Espoo Convention, including consultation of EIA. Five 
countries were involved in the consultation, nine countries were considered as affected. 
Russia, not being a party to the Espoo Convention, acted following the Convention as far as 
possible. The intention of Nord Stream is to make data available to HELCOM.  

6.8 The Meeting noted that a number of the countries such as Sweden and Finland 
responded to the consultation of the EU Green paper “Marine knowledge 2020; from seabed 
mapping to ocean forecasting, as did the HELCOM Secretariat (cf. Attachment 1 to 
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document 5/1), and considered it useful to share the national inputs and continuously discuss 
the European data developments and how these could be useful to support MSP in the 
Baltic.  

6.9 Sweden informed on the work of the Nordic Council of Ministers related to MSP, 
including a plan for a workshop in Iceland in cooperation with ICES, and on two projects: one 
project on legislative base and the other on analysis of vulnerability of sea areas. 

6.10 The Meeting took note of the information by Sweden on the work of the Agency 
for Water and Marine Management, and a MSP portal to be launched soon.  

Agenda Item 7  Future work and meetings 

Documents: 7/1 

7.1 The Meeting invited the Contracting Parties/Member Countries to provide input to 
the status of implementation of the HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG Work Plan 2010-2013 
(document 7/1), especially regarding future priorities for the work, with a view to discussing 
the Work Plan of the Working Group for a new period at the next meeting. 

7.2 The Meeting decided to arrange its next meeting (HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 
7/2013) at the premises of the HELCOM Secretariat in Helsinki, Finland on 6-7 May 2013. 
The Meeting decided to focus the next meeting on deliverables to the Ministerial Meetings. 

7.3 The Meeting decided to consider the need for a pre-meeting before HELCOM-
VASAB MSP WG 7/2013 on the ecosystem approach and the MSP roadmap depending on 
progress being made during the intersessional period. 

7.4 The Meeting agreed that in the future the Contracting Parties/Member Countries 
should consider hosting the Working Group meetings. The Meeting clarified that the cost of 
arranging the meetings will be covered by the host.  

7.5 The Meeting preliminarily decided that the eighth meeting of HELCOM-VASAB 
MSP WG will be arranged in early 2014. 

Agenda Item 8  Outcome of the Meeting 

Documents: None 

8.1 The Meeting adopted the List of Decisions. 

8.2 The Minutes of the Meeting have been finalized by the Secretariats of HELCOM 
and VASAB in consultation with the Co-Chairs and made available in the HELCOM Meeting 
Portal as well as on the VASAB website, together with meeting documents and the 
presentations given during the Meeting. 
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LIST  OF PARTICIPANTS 

CO-CHAIRS 

Mr. Andrzej Cieslak 

 

Maritime Office in Gdynia 

Ul. Chrzanowskiego 10 

PL-81 338 Gdynia 

Dir.Phone: +48 583553435 

Mob : +48 601997965 

Fax: +48 586616697 

Email: cieslak@umgdy.gov.pl 

Ms. Anita Mäkinen 

 

Finnish Transport Safety Agency (TraFi) 

International relations and co-operation 

P.O. Box 320 

FI-00520 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 401624592 

Fax:  

Email: anita.makinen@trafi.fi 

 

DENMARK 

Ms. Annette Klysner 

 

Ministry of Environment 

Nature Agency 

Haraldsgade 53 

DK-2100 Copenhagen O 

Dir.Phone: +45 72544535 

Fax:  

Email: ankly@nst.dk 

 

ESTONIA 

Ms. Maila Kuusik 

 

Ministry of Interior 

Spatial Planning Department 

Pikk 61 

EE-15065 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6125178 

Fax: +372 6125183 

Email: 
maila.kuusik@siseministeerium.ee 

EUROPEAN UNION 

Ms. Izolda Bulvinaite 

 

European Commission 

DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs 

Rue Joseph II, 79; Office 2/027 

B-1000 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22960864 

Fax:  

Email: izolda.bulvinaite@ec.europa.eu 

 

Mr. Leo de Vrees 

 

European Commission 

DG Environment 

B-1049 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22985240 

Fax:  

Email: leo.de-vrees@ec.europa.eu 

 

FINLAND 

Ms. Penina Blankett 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

P.O. Box 35 

FI-00023 Government 

Dir.Phone: +358 504638196 

Fax: +358 916039318 

Email: penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi 

 

Ms. Tiina Tihlman 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

P.O. Box 35 

FI-00023 Government 

Dir.Phone: +358 503041548 

Fax: +358 916039365 

Email: tiina.tihlman@ymparisto.fi 

 

GERMANY 

Mr. Wilfried Görmar 

 

Federal Office for Building and Regional 
Planning 

Deichmanns Aue 31-37 

D-53179 Bonn 

Dir.Phone: +49 2284012328 

Fax: +49 228401992139 

Email: wilfried.goermar@bbr.bund.de 

 

Mr. Wulf Hülsmann 

 

Federal Environment Agency 

P.O. Box 1406 

D-06813 Dessau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032112 

Fax: +49 34021042112 

Email: wulf.huelsmann@uba.de 

 

Ms. Bettina Käppeler 

 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic 
Agency (BSH) 

Bernhard-Nocht-Str. 78 

D-20359 Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 4031903522 

Fax: +49 4031905000 

Email: bettina.kaeppeler@bsh.de 
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Mr. Kai Trümpler 

 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic 
Agency (BSH) 

Bernhard-Nocht-Strasse 78 

D-20359 Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 403190 3520 

Fax: +49 4031905000 

Email: kai.truempler@bsh.de 

 

LATVIA 

Ms. Alda Nikodemusa 

 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Regional Development 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67770423 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: alda.nikodemusa@varam.gov.lv 

 

Ms. Kristine Rasina 

 

Ministry of Environment Protection and 
Regional Development 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67770330 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: kristine.rasina@varam.gov.lv 

 

Ms. Ingūna Urtāne Ministry of Environment Protection and 
Regional Development 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371  67770 356 

Fax : +371 67820 442 

Email: inguna.urtane@varam.gov.lv 

Ms. Baiba Zasa 

 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Regional Development 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67026910 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: baiba.zasa@varam.gov.lv 

 

LITHUANIA 

Mr. Aleksandras Gordevicius 

 

Ministry of Environment 

A. Jaksto Str. 4/9 

LT-01105 Vilnius 

Dir.Phone: +370 52663609 

Fax: +370 52663667 

Email: a.gordevicius@am.lt 

 

POLAND 

Mr. Jacek Zaucha 

 

Ministry of Regional Development/ 

Maritime Institute in Gdansk 

Dlugi Targ 41 

PL-80-830 Gdańsk 

Dir.Phone: +48 583011641 

Fax: +48 583013513 

Email: jacek.zaucha@im.gda.pl 

 

RUSSIA 

Mr. Andrey D. Lappo 

 

Research and Design Institute of Urban 
development (NIIPGradostroitelstva) 

Torjkovskaya 5 

RU-197342 St. Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: +7 8124965041 

Fax: +7 8124965051 

Email: a.lappo@mail.ru 

 

SWEDEN 

Mr. Sten Jerdenius 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

SE-10333 Stockholm 

Dir.Phone: +46 84053910 

Fax: +46 8219170 

Email: 
sten.jerdenius@environment.ministry.se 

 

Ms. Berit Pettersson 

 

Swedish Agency for Water and Marine 
Management 

Box 119 30 

SE-404 39 Göteborg 

Dir.Phone: +46 106986015 

Fax:  

Email: 
berit.pettersson@havochvatten.se 

 

INVITED GUSTES 

Ms. Anne-Benedicte Genachte 

 

European Wind Energy Association 

80 rue d'Arlon 

B-1040 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22131865 

Fax:  

Email: abg@ewea.org 
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Ms. Paula Lindroos 

 

Baltic University Programme 

Uppsala University 

Villavägen 16 

SE-75236 Uppsala 

Dir.Phone: +46 184716853 

Fax:  

Email: 
paula.lindroos@csduppsala.uu.se 

Mr. Yuriy Mikhaylichenko 

 

Ministry of Economic Development  

1, 3, 1st Tverskaya-Yamskaya St., A-47, 
Moscow, GSP-3, 125993 

 

Dir.Phone: +7 4956508180 

Fax: +7 4992517441 

Email: 
mikhaylichenko@economy.gov.ru 

HELCOM SECRETARIAT 

Ms. Monika Stankiewicz Helsinki Commission 

Katajanokanlaituri 6 B 

FI-00160 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 408402471 

Fax: +358 207412645 

Email: monika.stankiewicz@helcom.fi 

 

Ms. Laura Meski Helsinki Commission 

Katajanokanlaituri 6 B 

FI-00160 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 401622053 

Fax: +358 207412645 

Email: laura.meski@helcom.fi 

 

VASAB SECRETARIAT 

Mr. Talis Linkaits 

 

VASAB Secretariat 

Elizabetes street 19 

LV-1010 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67350630 

Fax: +371 67350626 

Email: talis.linkaits@vasab.org 

 

Ms. Baiba Redere 

 

VASAB Secretariat 

Elizabetes street 19 

LV-1010 Riga 

Dir.Phone: 371 67350630 

Fax: 371 67350626 

Email: baiba.redere@vasab.org 

 

Ms. Zane Seipule 

 

VASAB Secretariat 

Elizabetes street 19 

LV-1010 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67350629 

Fax: +371 67350626 

Email: zane.seipule@vasab.org 
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ANNEX 2 

CONTACT ADRESSES OF HELCOM-VASAB MSP WG 

CO-CHAIRS 

Mr. Andrzej Cieslak 

 

Maritime Office in Gdynia 

Ul. Chrzanowskiego 10 

PL-81 338 Gdynia 

Dir.Phone: +48 583553435 

Mob : +48 601997965 

Fax: +48 586616697 

Email: cieslak@umgdy.gov.pl 

 

Ms. Anita Mäkinen 

 

Finnish Transport Safety Agency (TraFi) 

International relations and co-operation 

P.O. Box 320 

FI-00520 Helsinki 

Dir.Phone: +358 401624592 

Fax:  

Email: anita.makinen@trafi.fi 

 

DENMARK 

Ms. Annette Klysner 

 

Ministry of Environment 

Agency for Nature 

Spatial Planning Department 

Haraldsgade 53 

DK-2100 Copenhagen O 

Dir.Phone: +45 72544735 

Fax:  

Email: ankly@nst.dk 

 

ESTONIA 

Ms. Maila Kuusik 

 

Ministry of Interior 

Spatial Planning Department 

Pikk 61 

EE-15065 Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6125178 

Fax: +372 6125183 

Email: 
maila.kuusik@siseministeerium.ee 

 

Ms. Agnes Pilv 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

Marine Environment Department 

Narva mnt. 7A 

Tallinn 

Dir.Phone: +372 6262937 

Fax:  

Email: Agnes.Pilv@envir.ee 

 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION 

Ms. Izolda Bulvinaite European Commission 

DG Fisheries and Maritime Affairs 

Rue Joseph II, 79; Office 2/027 

B-1000 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22960864 

Fax:  

Email: izolda.bulvinaite@ec.europa.eu 

Mr. Leo de Vrees 

 

European Commission 

DG Environment 

BU-9 

B-1049 Brussels 

Dir.Phone: +32 22985240 

Fax:  

Email: leo.de-vrees@ec.europa.eu 

 

FINLAND 

Ms. Penina Blankett 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

P.O. Box 35 

FI-00023 Government 

Dir.Phone: +358 504638196 

Fax: +358 916039318 

Email: penina.blankett@ymparisto.fi 

 

Ms. Tiina Tihlman 

 

Ministry of the Environment 

Department of the Built Environment 

Kasarmikatu 25 

P.O. Box 35 

FI-00023 Government 

Dir.Phone: +358 503041548 

Fax: +358 916039365 

Email: tiina.tihlman@ymparisto.fi 

 

GERMANY 

Mr. Wulf Hülsmann 

 

Federal Environment Agency 

P.O. Box 1406 

D-06813 Dessau 

Dir.Phone: +49 34021032112 

Fax: +49 34021042112 

Email: wulf.huelsmann@uba.de 
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Mr. Kai Trümpler 

 

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic 
Agency 

Bernhard-Nocht-Str. 78 

D-20359 Hamburg 

Dir.Phone: +49 4031907410 

Fax: +49 4031905000 

Email: kai.truempler@bsh.de 

 

Mr. Ingo Wiesberg 

 

Federal Ministry for the Environment 

 

 

Dir.Phone:  

Fax:  

Email: ingo.wiesberg@bmu.bund.de 

 

LATVIA 

Ms. Alda Nikodemusa 

 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Regional Development 

Spatial Planning Department 

Lacplesa 27 

LV-1011 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67770423 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: alda.nikodemusa@varam.gov.lv 

 

Ms. Kristine Rasina 

 

Ministry of Environment Protection and 
Regional Development 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67770330 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: kristine.rasina@varam.gov.lv 

 

Ms. Baiba Zasa 

 

Ministry of Environmental Protection and 
Regional Development 

Department of Environmental Protection 

Peldu Str. 25 

LV-1494 Riga 

Dir.Phone: +371 67026910 

Fax: +371 67820442 

Email: baiba.zasa@varam.gov.lv 

 

LITHUANIA 

Mr. Aleksandras Gordevicius 

 

Ministry of Environment 

Territorial Planning Urban Development 
and Architeture Department 

A. Jaksto Str. 4/9 

LT-01105 Vilnius 

Dir.Phone: +370 52663609 

Fax: +370 52663667 

Email: a.gordevicius@am.lt 

 

NORWAY 

Mr. Odd Godal 

 

Ministry of Local Government and 
Regional Development 

Akersgata 59 

0032 Oslo 

Dir.Phone: +47 22247021 

Fax: +47 22242738 

Email: odd.godal@krd.dep.no 

 

POLAND 

Mr. Andrzej Ginalski 

 

General Directorate for Environmental 
Protection 

Natura 2000 Department 

ul. Wawelska 52/54 

PL-00 922 Warsaw 

Dir.Phone: +48 225792137 

Fax: +48 225792197 

Email: andrzej.ginalski@gdos.gov.pl 

 

Ms. Agnieszka Zaplatka 

 

Ministry of Transport, Construction and 
Maritime Economy 

Maritime Transport and Shipping Safety 
Department 

Chalubinskiego 4/6 Str. 

PL-00 928 Warsaw 

Dir.Phone: +48 226301377 

Fax: +48 226301497 

Email:  

 

Mr. Jacek Zaucha 

 

Instytut Morski 

Dlugi Targ 41 

PL-80-830 Gdańsk 

Dir.Phone: +48 583018724 

Fax: +48 583013513 

Email: jacek.zaucha@im.gda.pl 

 

RUSSIA 

Mr. Boris V. Chubarenko 

 

Atlantic Branch of P.P.Shirshov Institute 
of Oceanology of Russian Academy of 
Sciences 

Prospect Mira, 1 

RU-236022 Kaliningrad 

Dir.Phone: +7 4012536386 

Fax: +7 4012916970 

Email: chuboris@mail.ru, 
boris.chubarenko@atlantic.ocean.ru 
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Ms. Irina Karelina 

 

ICSER "Leontief Centre" 

7th Krasnoarmeyskaya street 25 

RU-190005 St.Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: +7 8123144119 

Fax: +7 8123199814 

Email: karelina@leontief.spb.su 

 

Mr. Andrey D. Lappo 

 

Research and Design Institute of Urban 
development 

Torjkovskaya 5 

RU-197342 St. Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: +7 8124965041 

Fax: +7 8124965051 

Email: a.lappo@mail.ru 

 

Mr. Nikolay L. Plink 

 

Russian State Hydrometeorology 
Institute 

Malookhtinsky prospect, 98 

St. Petersburg 

Dir.Phone: +7 8123725080 

Fax: +7 812 4446090 

Email: plink@rshu.ru 

 

SWEDEN 

Mr. Sten Jerdenius 

Vice-Co-Chair 

Ministry of the Environment 

Section for environmental analysis 

SE-10333 Stockholm 

Dir.Phone: +46 84053910 

Fax: +46 8219170 

Email: 
sten.jerdenius@environment.ministry.se 
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