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PLAN BOTHNIA -project 

• DG MARE MSP ”preparatory action” 
(MARE/2009/16)  

• 18 months (Dec 2010-May 2012) 
• Testing joint transboundary spatial 

planning in the Bothnian Sea between 
Finland and Sweden 

• HELCOM BSAP 2007 & Rec. 28E/9:  
   MSP principles by 2010, tested by 2012 

– Joint HELCOM-VASAB MSP principles 
(December 2010) – complementing the 10 EU 
MSP principles in Roadmap 

 



 



PLAN BOTHNIA -main aims 

• Facilitate and Involve regional and 
national actors  
– Five dedicated meetings 

• Phase I: Assessment and background 
information 
– Assessment document and GIS datasets 

(Spring-Autumn 2011) 
• Phase II: Spatial Plan 

–Test drafting of a MSP Plan based on I (winter 
2011-2012) 

• No adoption aimed at- test case and material 
for future Finland-Sweden dialogue 
 
 



Progress since start 

• National and regional actors fully involved 
• Kickoff (Dec), 2 major MSP Meetings 

(March, June) and several preparatory 
meetings held 

• Background GIS material collected and 
harmonised 

• Draft of Bothnian Sea MSP Assessment 
available 

• Min. requirements & Best Practices draft 
• Website to disseminate it all 



 

http://planbothnia.org 
 





 



Dissemination 

 



Remaining work 

• Step 1: Starting points (March, Pori) 
• Step 2: Background information (June, 

Uppsala) 
• Public event (27. Sep., Helsinki) 
• Step 3: Interests mapping & plan ideas 

(19.-20. October, Helsinki) 
• Step 4: Draft plan (December-January) 
• Step 5: Conclusions (March- April 2012) 
• Closing public event (May 2012) 
• +”stakeholder meetings” 



 

www.planbothnia.org 
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Contents (new draft 2 for 
October MSP 3) 

• Introduction 
• Area overview 
• Ecosystem aspects 
• FIN and SWE -existing planning and 

governance 
• Uses and Interests 
• Analysis 
• Conclusions (Outlook for MSP) 
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