
  







 

WHY RURAL/ PERIPHERAL? 

Rural & peripheral areas hold strategic, spatial, social, economic and 
environmental significance in relation to urban areas and their populations. 
Critical food environments, biodiversity, water catchment, recreation and 

infrastructure (airports, waste disposal) support to urban areas.  Increasing 
social- political effects on urban populations because of disenfranchisement 

of rural population and poor socio-economic opportunities. 
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Why Housing? 

Housing is the first and central element to attract citizens to a 
specific area. It can, if developed in the correct way be a 
catalyst for social cohesion and value driven community 

development. 

Vacant or underused rural housing, rather than a problem, is 
an opportunity for new approaches to housing.  

 



VASAB Nations/ Scandinavian Housing Challenges: 
 
Steady urban growth e.g Copenhagen 10,000 new inhabitants a year 
 
Increasing vacancy/ underutilization of rural areas – Denmark 1,500 rural 
housing demolished a year (Kora 2017) 
 
Increasing housing costs and mismatch of new development typologies to 
resident requirements e.g lack of housing for singles 
 
Emerging rebound trend in some countries towards peripheral/rural areas 
amongst young families, aided by high housing costs and stagnant job urban 
employment landscapes 





WHY YOUTH? 

Because the world is becoming urban and young – By 2030 – 60% of Global urban 
dwellers will be 18 or under! UN World Cities Report 2016) 

Youth access to adequate housing is becoming increasingly difficult with 
homelessness amongst youth demographics rising sharply, following general trend 

increases in homelessness across the EU. 16% increase in Denmark from 2009-2013, 
21% increase in Germany in the same period, 50% in France between 2001-2011, 

17% in the Netherlands between 201-2012 and 29% rough sleepers in Sweden 
(European Observatory of Homelessness 2014) 

 

 






























