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More than half of the world`s population are living in urban areas and cities prove being engines of 
region`s economies and playing a crucial role for a broader area than the scope of their 
administrative borders. Nowadays, policy-makers at different scales should strive for increasing 
flows and interactions among places in order to boost their competitiveness and bring more 
benefits to their inhabitants through combining existing assets and resources. 

There is a notable common aspiration in spatial plans and visions developed in the Baltic Sea 
Region countries to favor polycentric and balanced spatial development. At the same time, new 
approaches for manufacturing and employment locations has a potential to establish less spatially 
concentrated settlement models. Solutions to this nowadays challenging task can be supported at 
different governance and policy development levels – European, macro-regional, national, regional 
and local. 

The workshop will host experts, practitioners and policy advisers introducing knowledge and 
practices from various Baltic Sea Region countries. The main questions to be addressed: 

 What are existing urban network structures/patterns and observed trends? 

 Which policies are targeted to urban development? Examples from countries. 

 Do we need a new approach to regional development? 

 Shall we strengthen territorial dimension of policies? 

 What are flexible solutions to promote development alternatives? 

 What positive and negative effects on population, movement of labour and customs are 
taking place due to changes in mobility? A view to the future. 

The event will be the second of two interconnected sequential workshops about the challenges of 
small and medium sized cities organized by the Latvian presidency - Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and Regional Development. 

The outcomes of the workshops will be summarized in a form of policy messages and agreed at 
the final conference scheduled for May/June 2019, in Riga. 



 

12:10 – 13:00 Registration & light lunch 

13:00 – 13:10 Welcome address 

Gunars Ansins, VASAB CSPD/BSR Chairman, Liepaja City Council Vice 
Chairman on Development and Cooperation 

Dr Gabriele Hoffmann, Ministry of Energy, Infrastructure and Digitalization 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern 

13:10 – 14:40 Workshop 

Future challenges for small and medium-sized cities in BSR based on 
Nordic experiences 

Dr Kjell Nilsson, Nordregio 

Regional policy in Latvia - Emigration and remigration issue and role of 
cities 

Raivis Bremsmits, Ministry of Environmental Protection and Regional 
Development, Latvia 

Spatial Policy Tools for Local Governments in Shrinking Communities: A 
Case Study of Valga town, Estonia 

Jiri Tintera, Valga Municipality, Estonia 

Perspectives for spatial development of the small city: case of Sortavala 

Nina Oding, Leontief Centre, Russia 

14:40 – 15:00 Coffee break 

15:00 – 16:00 Changes in accessibility and mobility – impact on regional and local labour 
markets and public services 

Prof. Tomasz Komornicki, Institute of Geography and Spatial Organization, Polish 
Academy of Sciences 

MAMBA – Maximised Mobility and Accessibility of Services in Regions 
affected by Demographic Change 

Gabi Kasten, County of Cuxhaven, Germany 

16:00 – 17:00 Discussion and conclusions 

 


