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Assessment of the Baltic Sea coast
visitor flow, its environmental pressure
and public infrastructure

Research data are used by the Ministry of Environmental
Protection and Regional Development of the Republic
of Latvia within the framework of the Interreg Baltic Sea

Region Transnational Cooperation Program’s project Made by:

#R098 “Land-Sea-Act” for the national long-term Nocticus, Lid

thematic plan for the development of public o
1 1 Andris Kl , fourism d I 1 tand

|nfro§’rruc’rure of the Balfic Sea coast (the Coastal Plan) s S5 ol i Ll S i o

Interim report (2016-2019) including monitoring data (key . o _presentation)

. . leva Mardega, expert in the field of species and habitat

performance indexes) and proposals for sustainable protection

Jana Séta Ltd, GIS and cartography specialists (Mareks

developmenT Kilups, Davis Immurs, Agris Puring)

Janis Ulme, environmental expert on marine litter


http://petijumi.mk.gov.lv/node/3353
http://petijumi.mk.gov.lv/node/3353

apmekl&jumu skaits

Demand for
nature space,
including
coastal areas
has rapidly
iIncreased
during Covid-19
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21.02.2021
Baltic Sea coast:

Saulkrasti-Carnikava
Foto: Martins Pakalning
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21.08.2019
pastaiga pludmale:

Saulkrasti-Carnikava
Foto: Andris Klepers

apmekl&jumu skaits

Dati: Carnikavas novaddypasvaldiba, apmeklétdju automdatiskie
skaititaji, 2020, ViA HESPI datu apstrade un vizualizacija

meénesis
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Visitor counting methodology
and technological advances
for monitoring
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Seasonality of the visitor
flow

Impact of the rapid seasonality due
to limited optimal climatic conditions
for beach holidays, pronounced
holiday season, dominant passive
beach recreation moftives
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The occupancy rate of tourist accommodation beds

outside urban areas in coastal municipalities is on

Jin Ja Aug  Sep average 10.7% per year. Only Jurmala (45.6%) and
menesis Liepdja (39.9%) had a higher load. In other

municipalities it fluctuated between 9.2% (in Roja

municipality) and 19.7% (in Ventspils).

Vid&jais gultasvietu noslogojums (2018) @ Vidgjais numuru noslogojums (2018)

Vid&jais gultasvietu noslogojums (2017) Vid&jais numuru noslogojums (2017)

the capacity of tourist accommodation on the coastal region has
increased by in less than five years (to 7283 numbers in 2019)

Diversity of the actual season for various holiday motives

more than a third of Latvia's tourist accommodation is located in
COOSTO' mUthlpO“hes - plekstu kerSanai piemérota sezona (var kert, paturot loma Iidz 10 kg)

lab3kais kersanas laiks
putnu vEroganai piemérota sezona

labakais putnu véroSanas - migracijas laiks piekraste




Pludmalu apmeklétiba

- Intensivi apmekléta
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Intensity of the
visits in 2019
and main
directions of
the coastal
visitor flow

The estimated
number of visits to
the Baltic Sea coast
of Latvian territory in
2019 reached

(4.7 million in
2015)




Compared to 2015, the intensity of attendance has increased.
11.6 km of beaches are intensively visited (~ 2.2%), very high
attendance is 4.2% in the section (20.7 km)

Welcome to Latvia

According to the standard of Mediterranean beaches (5-10
m2 of beach area per holidaymaker), the beaches of the
Baltic Sea coast in the territory of Latvia could simultaneously
accommodate up to one million people, which would not be
sustainable. In Latvia, the beach area per vacationer is at
least about 50 m2, but it varies greatly in different places (6 m2
-1.7 ha)

- The Baltic Sea coast has steadily become one of the most

- The number of foreign overnight stays exceeds 30%. On

export-oriented destinations for Latvian tourism

average, one foreigner has spent 2.3 nights in coastal tourist
accommodation, which is longer than in domestic regions

- Such a tourism structure gives rise to a debate on the spatial

distribution of regional tourist destinations: the capital, the : ' N/
coast and the hinterland, or the traditional cultural and
historical regions (2)



* carried out in the period from
/7 July 2019 to 16 September
2019.

« A total of 1199 visitors were
surveyed, referring to their
recent experience in their
chosen sea recreation
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Tourist atfractions as an
alternative to beach
recreation in case of bad
weather

Nezinu 18.49%
p N&22.97%

Taristu piesaistes ka alternativa

= \Ja 53.40%

/Ne 58.13%
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Visitor satisfaction with the quality of public

infrastructure: its compliance with the
expectations of spending free time

atbilstiba briva laika pavadiSanas prasibam

_dalgji 32.50%

QOut of 419 tourist accommodation on the
Baltic Sea coast in the territory of Latvia
(excluding Riga), 49 474 ratings were
obtained, which characterize the opinion
on the quality of tourist accommodation
and satisfaction with the services provided
therein. Satisfaction with the in coastal
tourist accommodation is higher than the
Latvian average (8,7 points out of 10)

Satisfaction with the public
infrastructure varies in the
popular camper mobile app
Park4Night from > 500 reviews,
but overall relatively good (8,5
out of 10)
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Apziméjumi
Auto stavlaukums, ietilpiba >50 auto
Auto stavlaukums, ietilpiba <50 auto
Noeja uz jdru
Nobrauktuve uz jaru

* EuroVelo 13 velomarsruts (2019)

Piekrastes planojuma kompleksi attistama vieta

Slodze uz piekrastes vegetaciju (jiras pusé)

| ostas akvatorija un infrastruktras apbtives teritorija
BN 1 - loti vaja ietekme
- véja ietekme
- vidéja ietekme
- stipra ietekme

- |oti stipra ietekme

KULDIGA

Data have been collected
within a Tkm section along the
entire Baltic Sea coast of the

territory of Latvia. All priority

development sites and public
infrastructure sites were visited
in the field




Implementation of complex solutions: infrastructure for
recreation and mitigation of the impact of anthropogenic




Of the total length of 495.3 km of the Latvian coast,

the anthropogenic load caused by visitor flows is
divided Info:

- 50% are low-impact ecosystems, i.e.
rated at Class 1 or 2 (561.3% in 2015).

- 27% of coastal ecosystems are
assessed as moderately affected
(Class 3) (26% in 20195).

- 22.8% of coastal ecosystems are
assessed as severely or very severely
affected (Class 4 and 5) (22.5% in
2015).
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Coastal pollution load
assessment of marine litter




As the flow of visitors and the
intfensity of visits o the coast
Increase, so does the pollution with
marine litter

the current situation management is
not effective enough, so the
iImplementation of existing and
planned measures alone will not
lead to significant improvements

The costs of environmental
degradation to Latvian society,
taking iInto account the current state
of the marine environment, are
estimated at 2,35 million EUR per
year

Situation of marine litter load on the
Latvian coast 2012-2019. per year.
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19%

® 2012-2015 @ 2016-2019

Average
increase in the
amount of
marine litter
during the
reporting
periods






Public Infrastructure
assessment




Overall, public infrastructure is still, according to
experts in 2019, undercapacity in the 77.2 km long
stretch of coastline (14.6% of the total coastline),
with moderate, high or intensive tratfic and
moderately, strongly or very strongly affected
habitats with high anthropogenic load

High priority is given to the improvement of existing areas
and ensuring high-quality maintenance - coordinated
integration with other infrastructure and services and
connection with multimodal mobility solutions (integrated
with public transport, bicycle parking and other types of soft
mobility)



auto stavlaukumi
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Inadequate tollet problems on the coast are
among the most critical

Dry toilet at Osvalki parking lot

One of the three stationary dry toilets in the Irbe
estuary of JSC “Latvijas valsts mezi” recreation place
overused only 12 days after the end of the seasonal
ban




For discussion

- Well-maintained natural places for recreation outside Natura 2000
territories

- Sustainability of public infrastructure (seasonality, materials and mobility)
- Alternatives of dry toilet in peripheral sites popular to visit

- Public infrastructure management in cooperation with the private sector
and NGOs

- Coastal monitoring, technological advances and other impact indicators
(defined in ETIS criteria, e.g. local society wellbeing)

- The trend and solutions for charge more from the end consumer (mobile
and flexible payment options for public services)

- The illegal hospitality business existence on the coast, especially in border
area with Lithuania (tax paying for public infrastructure maintenance)

- Coastal management as a joint regional tourism destination
- Managing collision situations with different priorities, goals and needs

- Soft mobility options and ensuring of better service design
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