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Maritime activities 

Fishing 

Oil 

Windfarms 

Aquaculture 

Cruise ships 

Dredging 



Synergy-conflict relationships 

Offshore wind farms 
impacting seabirds 

 
 

Offshore wind farms 
constituting artificial reefs 

 
 

Tourism + aquaculture: 
multi-use 

 
 

Tourism + aquaculture: too 
high environmental impacts? 

 
 



Use-use interaction and MSP 

    



Use-use conflicts & synergies 

    

Conflict-synergy scores  

deduced from existing international MSP 

research projects synthesized into a 

matrix comparing use versus use    

 

 

[2009] Ehler & Douvere (UNESCO): 
A Step-by-Step approach to MSP 
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Use-use conflicts & synergies 

    
Conflict-synergy scores 

are ranked based on a 

combination of spatial 

compatibility degree and 

conflict-synergy degree  



MYTILUS – conflict analysis 



MYTILUS – synergy analysis 



Conclusions and further steps 

    

• MSP aims at allocating marine space for “blue 
economy” without severe impacts on the marine 
ecosystems 

• This is addressed in cumulative impact assessment 

• Maritime activities compete for the limited marine 
space giving room for conflicts – but also synergies 

• Tools for conflict and synergy analysis provide 
additional knowledge before decision-making on 
the use of marine space in MSP 

 




