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The state of the 
oceans  

 
• We are facing the huge 

challenges of biodiversity 
and climate crises 
 

• Marine areas are not 
sustainably managed 
 
• Only around 13% of the 

world’s oceans can be  
     regarded as wilderness1 
• Less than 8 % covered by 

marine protected areas 
• Less than 3% fully protected 
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1Jones et al., 2018, Current Biology 28, 2506–2512 



MSP as a solution? 
 
• More than 1/3 of the human population 

lives less than 100 km from the coast 
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Ecosystem services 

Environment 

Social factors 

Economy 
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EBM? 
 

An ecosystem-based approach in planning 
how we use and access our seas 
acknowledges that the carrying capacity of 

marine ecosystems against human 

pressures is finite.  
 
The approach considers the marine space as 

an integrated system, providing a variety of 
uses and services including marine protection.  
 
This safeguards important ecological areas, 
reduces negative pressure on the marine 
ecosystem as a whole and ensures that there 
is space for nature in the maritime spatial 
plans.  
 
EB MSP is a transversal goal.  

”Achieving Ecosystem-based marine spatial plans”, WWF 2020 



Assessing marine 
spatial plans 

 
• Assessing before implementation 

is critical 
• Are we on the right track? 
• Transparency/public consultations? 
• EU commission obligation 

 

 

• How do we turn the objectives 
and requirements of the MSPD  
into concrete and measurable 
assessment indicators? 
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WWF EPO Guidance oaper, 2021: Ecosystem-based Maritime Spatial Planning 
in Europe and  how to assess it 
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Assessing  
marine spatial plans 

 
• List of indicators  
• Scoring 
• User-friendly presentation 
 

 
• Example taken from WWF 

UK compass card on 
marine protected areas 
management 
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WWF UK Compass card: https://ukseasproject.org.uk/cms-
data/reports/Compass%20Report.pdf 
 



Thank you!  

 
 www.wwf.fi 

vanessa.ryan@wwf.fi 
 

For more information on 
EBM MSP please read 

our report  
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