
Bettina Käppeler,  

Federal Maritime and Hydrographic Agency 

Towards a revised 

maritime spatial plan 

for the German EEZ 

DEVELOPMENTS IN A 

NUTSHELL 



Old plans from 2009 – a lot of change since  
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Revision timetable  
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What is different in the new plan? 

New spatial priorities in response to changing demands (e.g.): 

• more area specifically dedicated to offshore wind  

• Inclusion of nature conservation as priority and reservation areas 
 

New topics covered 

• e.g. underwater cultural heritage, defence 
 

Co-use  

• Overlapping priority areas where compatible, e.g. shipping and conservation  

• Further co-use options (e.g. with offshore wind) to be explored in coming years 
 

Integration  

• Improved data and information, e.g. shipping   

• A broader, more inclusive national planning process 

• Transnational coherence – integration of neighbouring plans   
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Some challenges… but hopefully a happy end  
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• Covid 19 and running all team discussions and consultations online!  

• Detailed data not always available for decision-making 

• Cumulative effects of uses still difficult to assess 

• Plans from other countries only becoming available now 

• Some conflicts are ongoing and not likely to be finally resolved in short term 
 

Plan expected to come into force in September 2021 – watch this 

space! 
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