
Overview of INSPIRE and 
BASEMAPS compatibility



Process – 3 steps
• Step 1. First assessment to link BASEMAPS categories to INSPIRE 

themes
• Selection of data based on

• INSPIRE theme’s general definition on the guidelines
• Layers related to marine/coastal data provided by the countries in the geoportal per 

INSPIRE Theme

• Table sent to Data MSP ESG

• Step 2.  One country used as an example for further selection
• Check the services that could be accessed and each layer for every dataset with 

relevant MSP information
• Link selected layers with BASEMAPS dataset

• Where those datasets and layers could be added on the current BASEMAPS structure?







Findings
• Step 1

• Many overlaps between INSPIRE Themes (AM)
• Land based data (INSPIRE is broader than MSP)
• Content or geographical extension is not always very clear from the INSPIRE description 

in the geoportal (e.g. fishing areas)

• Step 2
• Many WMF/WMS not accessible
• Some empty datasets - Layers not included in the Geoportal
• Datasets with few/no marine information (e.g. mineral resources)
• Frequent update of datasets and metadata links, and new data – how to address future 

updates on data? (geoportal)
• Repetition of layers in the dataset's services and downloadable data, and between 

different datasets on different Themes (geoportal)
• Few INSPIRE data could actually be added on BASEMAPS from this analysis (2 out of 56 

datasets)



Process – 3 steps

• Step 3. Provide guidance on MSP data in INSPIRE
• Clearly define what MSP information should be included for each INSPIRE 

Theme 

• Further link BASEMAPS categories to INSPIRE themes based exclusively on 
the guidelines

• Data that fall under those MSP definitions was flagged for some countries, 
used as examples







Findings
• Step 3

• What should be included in each Theme is not always straight-forward (no 
check list, but a more specific guidance)

• Overlapping themes (AM) – “fuzzy boundaries”
• Repeated datasets in different themes for the countries (AM in PS,TG)



Final product of the process




