Application form – VASAB Young Planners’ Summer School 2026 in Gdansk, Poland 
	1. Name, Surname

	2. E-mail

	3. Date of birth

	4. BSR Country, you work or study
(Choose one - Finland, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Germany, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, Ukraine)

	5. Why would you like to participate in the Summer School and what is your interest in strategic and/or spatial planning?
(Maximum 2000 characters)

	




	6. What can you contribute for the Summer School? 
(Maximum 2000 characters)

	




	Application form includes 2 attachments:
1. Your CV and/or portfolio
2. Challenge description (maximum of two pages)

Choose and describe one major challenge that the Baltic Sea Region faces today and that is of particular importance for its future spatial development:

· Challenge 1. Preparedness and resilience. Resilience is the aspect which currently is being related to many topics and areas, including safety and security of supply and it will for sure become more important. The key question to be addressed: How resilience is linked to spatial dimension and what can be practical solutions?
· Challenge 2. Climate change adaptation and mitigation, including green energy investment. The key questions to be addressed: How to apply the outcomes of multiple spatial planning projects related to climate change and what are the most important aspects of spatial planning when finding the solutions to climate change? How to balance the interests and how to prioritise the land use for renewable energies above other uses in the coastal areas?
· Challenge 3. Connections between people and places. The key question to be addressed: How to ensure physical and virtual connectivity for goods and people in a green, secure, efficient, reliable, and affordable way in the Region to the rest of the world, as well as small and big places in the Region with each other?
· Challenge 4. Effective use of space, incl. no net land take and multiuse concepts. The key question to be addressed: How can smart policy making, and spatial planning tools promote effective use of space in both – land (areas of different densities and challenges) and sea?
· Challenge 5. Different challenge that in your opinion BSR faces and is not mentioned here (your free choice).

Please describe - who would need to be involved in addressing this challenge, and how would you involve them?

The statement can be provided in any form and may include other media (essay, infographic, speech, map etc.). It should clearly illustrate the relevance of the described challenge and present your thoughts and creative ideas on potential involvement. 

When describing the challenge, we strongly suggest integrating perspective of digital tools and digital transitions. The key question to be addressed: The effective use of currently available digital tools for spatial planning and future role of artificial intelligence (AI) in spatial planning.



By submitting this application:
· I confirm that the data I have provided is accurate and I have fulfilled the tasks myself. By applying to the Summer School.
· I confirm that I am willing and available to participate in the Summer School in Gdansk, Poland (23-29 August 2026) if I am selected among the candidates.
· I agree that the information provided during the application of the Summer School will be collected, stored, and processed by the VASAB Secretariat and may be used and shared with co-organisers, experts and mentors of the Summer School. If I am selected to participate in the Summer School, I authorize the VASAB Secretariat to collect, store, and process my personal data, including photographs, audio recordings, and video footage made during the event, for the purposes of organising and promoting the Summer School. This includes necessary organisational communication, media coverage during the event, and the dissemination of related materials through websites, social media channels, and publications before, during and after event. For any questions regarding my personal data, please contact VASAB Secretariat via email info@vasab.org. 
